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WHY RENEWABLE ENERGY FOR MONTSERRAT? 

“The key benefit to be had for Montserrat with this renewable energy push is 
that we are seeking to transform our country and our economy by providing a 
resource where cheaper and more efficient energy can be implemented. The 
end game is towards increasing industry and business prospects for the 
island that will bring companies in that need cheaper energy to provide jobs 
for both our people, and to attract our people abroad to return home. We are 
also keen, and committed to providing more affordable energy for our local 
residential and commercial customers. So in effect, Montserrat’s energy 
programme is now in the sights of a committed global energy efficiency 
audience." Says Minister of Energy, Paul J. Lewis. 

Project Status: 1 MW Utility-Scale Solar PV Project 
The Montserrat 1 MW Utility-Scale Solar PV Project consists of two-phases - 
(1) 250 KW and (2) 750 KW + Storage phases, based on the
recommendations of the Siemens/GIZ/CARICOM PV Integration Report.
Government of Montserrat approved the funding of the 250 KW Solar PV
project in its 2016/17 budget, utilising funds from the European Union

FOREWORD 
Montserrat's future economic 
growth is rounded in the 
delivery of cheaper energy to 
the potential business 
community that can develop on 
the island, as has been put 
forward on the development 
calendar by Honourable Paul J. 
Lewis, Montserrat's Minister 
with responsibility for Energy. 

As Montserrat moves to realise 
its renewable energy plan, a 
feasibility study and a grid 
stability study have both 
already been completed. 
Montserrat is in a unique 
position to realise its renewable 
energy ambitions, as both the 
local utility company, MUL, and 
the government are on identical 
pages on the way forward. 

There is now an accelerated
drive by Minister Lewis to
ensure that the Energy Policy
for Montserrat is completed so
that the island can move



European Development Fund 10 (EDF 10). 

The Ministry of Communications, Works 
and Labour is the responsible Ministry for 
the development and implementation of 
this project. Montserrat Utilities Limited 
(MUL) is a partner organisation. The 
project procurement approach will see the 
hiring of an Owner Consulting Engineer, 
an Engineering Procurement and 
Construction (EPC) Contractor and 
Project Manager to be supported by MUL 
and MCWL staff. The Owner Consulting 
Engineer is Stantec Consulting Caribbean 
Limited.  

Government of Montserrat with assistance 
of the Rocky Mountain Institute – Carbon 
War Room has secured the services of 

Synergy and Associates as project manager. Current situation Engineering and commercialisation Kick-off meeting 
between Government of Montserrat (represented by the PWD Engineering Department), Montserrat Utilities Limited, 
Stantec Consulting Caribbean Limited and Rocky Mountain Institute-Carbon War Room was held on October 27th via 
teleconference.  

The project manager working with MCWL Engineering Department staff and MUL Electricity staff have completed the re-
prioritising of buildings and Car Ports designated for roof-top and carport mounted solar panel installation for the 250 KW 
phase of the project. Sign-off of the Buildings and Car Port List by GoM/MUL is expected the week November 14th and 
shared with Stantec. The next step will see Stantec continue installation data gathering process and plan on the 250 KW 
proposed solar panels locations, based on interconnection feasibility and roof integrity studies. To be followed by System 
Modelling and related report and Preliminary layout of the PV plant.

Steaming Ahead With Geothermal Power 
The Geothermal Power Project for 
Montserrat consist of the exploration 
and further exploitation of geothermal 
resources to supply electrical energy 
to the Island and satisfy its baseload 
power demand.  

This project is being financed by a 
grant from the Department for 
International Development (DFID) 
and executed by the Government of 
Montserrat (GOM). At present stage, 
the main contractors are Iceland 
Drilling Company (IDC) as the drilling 
contractor and Geothermal 
Resources Company (GRG) as the 
drilling supervisor.  



Current Situation
The activities that are currently being executed onsite include the drilling of MON-3 geothermal well, with production 
capacity and exploration/exploitation purposes.  

Wider sections to allow the production drilling section have been successfully drilled, cased and cemented until 1315m 
below the ground. 

Currently, the 
production zone 
is being drilled 
from 1315m to 
2119m.  Two core 
samples of about 
7 metres long, 
have been taken 
at depths of 1480 
and 1700 metres. 
MVO will be 
studying these 
samples, which 
will be shipped to 
the UK for more 
detailed analyses. 

Two temperature logs have been measured in the production zone. At 1700m, a temperature log confirmed hot 
temperatures within the well and suggest a very promising 215 degrees Celsius at this depth.   

Regarding permeability, no major losses have been encountered yet. This means that no major fracture zones have been 
intercepted and permeability remains the focus of our attention.   

At 1708m, it was decided to deploy the available mud motor, to improve both the drilling velocity and control the angle of 
the well. After this, it was also decided to incline the drilling direction 20 degrees from the vertical towards the south, with 
the aim of intercepting some previously identified features beneath the Northern flank of St Georges Hil.  

“The Montserrat Power Station Expansion Project consists of 
the construction of the new fully functional power station and 

ancilliary works” 



UPDATE: BRADES POWER STATION EXPANSION PROJECT

The Montserrat Power Station Expansion Project consists of the construction of the new fully functional power station and 
ancillary works. The project is being financed by a loan and grant from the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), grant 
from the Department for International Development (DFID) and contributions from Government of Montserrat (GOM) and 
the Montserrat Utilities Ltd (MUL). 

The main contractor for the Engineering Procurement and Construction (EPC) of the New Power Station is Angelique 
International Limited (AIL) and the Consulting Engineers are Mott MacDonald Ireland (MMI). 

Current Situation
The activities that are currently being executed onsite include the civil and building works, mechanical fabrication and 
installation and electrical installations. The civil and building works activities have been mainly focused on the completion 
of the Power Station Building. The mechanical installations are ongoing with the major activities geared towards providing 

the necessary services to the new Diesel Engine. 
Electrical Engineers, from India, are presently testing 
and commissioning the Electrical Panels in the 
Electrical Panel Room.  

The main thrust of the activities, on site, is focused on 
the tasks that are required for the commissioning of 
the New 1.5MW Diesel Engine. The start-up of the 
new 1.5MW Diesel Engine was scheduled to have 
taken place last month, however delays in shipping of 
key components to the island have resulted in the 
postponement of the Engine start-up. 
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