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Mini crime 
wave or

Escalation

By Bennette Roach
Since the Government House release of January 16, 2012 

announcing an extensive internal investigation by the Royal 
Montserrat Police Service (RMPS) into allegations of police 
misconduct during and following the arrests of George Leonard 
and George Farrell on the morning of 17th December 2011, al-
legations and reports of varying  crimes surfaced. 

The reports by the police all dated from December and sug-
gested that there was an increase in the pattern serious crimes. 
But since the investigation into the police misconduct which has 
so far resulted in the arrest and charge of one police sergeant, 
much attention shifted to the police who eventually, almost every 
week were reporting allegations of criminal activities, to include 
rape, attempted, rape, burglary, attempted burglary, theft, vio-

cont’d. on page 12

Deputy Commissioner Paul Morris
lence, assaults. Soon 
the police were issu-
ing statements to ZJB 
calling on the public 
for information and 
assistance leading to 
apprehension of per-
petrators.

While making the 
reports the police indi-
cated an escalation in 
crime which was de-
scribed perhaps more 
accurately as a ‘mini 

Commissioner Steve Foster

Quote:
If you want a love mes-

sage to be heard, it has got 
to be sent out. To keep a 
lamp burning, we have to 
keep putting oil in it. 

-Mother Teresa  
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Reports of increased seismic 
activity at Soufriere Hills Volcano

Students to be honoured at National CXC Awards

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE OF MONTSERRAT
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Estate of ANNE ELIZABETH WEEKES, deceased
NOTICE is hereby given that an application will be fi led at the Probate Division of 
the High Court of Justice of Montserrat for a grant of letters of administration of the 
Estate of ANNE ELIZABETH WEEKES, deceased, late of 114 Hindle House, Arcola 
Street, London E8, England, who died on the 20th September 1992, to be issued to 
JOCELYN WEEKES of Narford Road, Clapton, London E5, England, the daughter 
of the said deceased.

ANY person claiming to be benefi cially interested in the Estate is requested to send 
written particulars to Kelsick & Kelsick, attorneys-at-law, P.O. Box 185, Bladen House, 
Brades, Montserrat, within 14 days from the date of the publication this Notice.

ANY person objecting to the issuance of the grant should notify the Registrar of the High 
Court of Justice not later than 14 days from the date of the publication of this Notice.

Dated this 12th day of March 2012.

Kelsick & Kelsick
Attorneys-at-Law

Appearing immediately below 
is the weekly report we received 
at mid-morning today from the 
Montserrat Volcano Observatory 
- Weekly Report for the period 16 
to 23 March 2012.

Activity at the Soufrière Hills 
Volcano is low, although seismicity 
has increased. 

The seismic network record-
ed nine rockfalls, one hundred and 
fi ve volcano-tectonic (VT) and four 
hybrid earthquakes. Two swarms 
of VT earthquakes have occurred, 

The Ministry of Edu-
cation has planned to hold 
its annual National CXC 
Awards on March 30. 
During the awarads the 
Ministry will honour 38 
students at the Montserrat 
Cultural Centre.

In a release outlining 
the plans for the award 
the Ministry explains 
that the National CXC 
Awards Programme was 
initiated in 2003 from 
a recommendation by 
the Caribbean Examina-
tion Council (CXC) that 
Ministries of Education 
of territories that write 
the Caribbean Second-
ary Education Certifi cate 
(CSEC) examinations 
celebrate the achieve-
ments of students who 
successfully sit the May/
June session each year.

iss Yasmine White, 
Education Officer re-
sponsible for curriculum 

and exams, pointed out, 
“The premise for the rec-
ommendation is that the 
acknowledgement of stu-
dents’ performance will 
motivate them to pursue 
excellence in future aspi-
rations, and at the same 
time, serve as an incentive 
to those students coming 
behind to not settle for 
mediocrity.” 

11 students from 
2010 and 27 from 2011 
will receive awards. “The 
numbers have increased 
noticeably because we 
have expanded the awards 
to include those who re-
ceived fi ve or more sub-
jects,” White informs in 
the release.

Last year 54 candi-
dates from the Montserrat 
Secondary School (MSS) 
wrote the CSEC May-
June examinations. 25 
will receive an award at 
the ceremony next week.

The criteria for de-
termining the awardees 
are stipulated by CXC, 
although territories can 
now make adjustments. 
Consequently, the Min-
istry of Education (MoE) 
has included a Caribbean 
Advance Profi ciency Ex-
amination (CAPE award) 
and this year, for the fi rst 
time, a Caribbean Certifi -
cate of Secondary Level 
Competence (CCSLC) 
award. 

The awards are as 
follows:

• Most Outstand-
ing Performance in Hu-
manities

• Most Outstand-
ing Performance in Busi-
ness Education

• Most Outstanding 
Performance in Technical 
& Vocational subjects

• Most Outstand-
ing Performance in the 
Sciences

• Overall Outstand-
ing CSEC Student

• Overall Outstand-
ing CAPE Student

• Overall Outstand-
ing CCSLC Students

• 5 subject passes

• 6 subject passes
• 7 subject passes
• 8 or more subject 

passes
Since the commence-

ment of the awards pro-
gramme, recipients had 

been given trophies and 
monetary prizes. This 
year, the Ministry is un-
able to give monetary 
prizes and so, the awards 
are limited to trophies and 
medals.

one between 16:04 and 16:51 hrs 
on the 22 March with 49 events 
and another between 03:10 and 
05:27 hrs on 23 March with 54 
events. Earthquakes in the second 
swarm were markedly larger than 
those in the fi rst.

The average sulphur dioxide 
measurement this week was 433 
tonnes per day with a maximum of 
654 and a minimum of 282 tonnes 
per day.

Observations on the morn-
ing of 23 March showed several 

changes on the volcano. Steam 
venting (Fumarolic) activity on 
the volcano has increased and a 
new steam vent (fumarole) has 
appeared on the northwest face 
of the lava dome behind Gages 
Mountain. A pulsing steam vent 
containing a small amount of 
ash has formed in the back of 
the February 2010 collapse scar. 
Very light ashfall is occurring on 
the western fl ank of the volcano. 
Audible roaring associated with 
the venting can be heard intermit-

tently from MVO, 5.75 km NW of 
the volcano.

Pyroclastic flows can still 
occur at any time without warn-
ing. Lahars (mudfl ows) remain a 
hazard. Tracks across the Belham 
valley are frequently destroyed or 
heavily modifi ed by lahars, there-
fore caution should be exercised 
crossing the valley during and 
after rainfall. 

The Hazard Level is 2, how-
ever until further notice there is no 
access to Zone C. Maritime zone 

W remains daytime transit only 
(boats may sail through the zone 
but must not stop).

The MVO weekly report is 
sent out every Friday by mid-day.

But, it has been the habit for 
a long time now  for the MVO to 
send to The Montserrat Reporter 
(TMR), nothing else in connection 
with the volcano except for the 
weekly report. It was in this back-
ground we receive the following 
release at mid-afternoon which 
reads as follows:

“A noticeable increase in 
seismic activity at the Soufriere 
Hills Volcano resulted in a clo-
sure of Zone C, which had been 
reopened for daytime entry in 
December 2011.

Director of the Montser-
rat Volcano Observatory (MVO) 
Dr. Paul Cole said on ZJB Radio 
Montserrat on Friday morning that 
it was a precautionary measure 
as they continued to monitor the 
volcano, which has been relatively 
quiet since early 2010.

By early afternoon the MVO 
released a statement noting that 
mild ash venting had begun and 
was emanating from the 11 Febru-
ary 2010 collapse scar. 

“Following two volcano-
tectonic (VT) swarms on the 22 
and 23 March 2012 involving 49 
and 54 events respectively, mild 
ash venting began at Soufriere 
Hills Volcano at around 8:00 am 

local time on 23 March. The vent-
ing was sourced from the fl oor of 
the 11 February 2010 collapse 
scar, immediately south of the 
old English’s crater wall and to 
the west of the long-lived hottest 
fumarole previously identifi ed. Fu-
marolic activity on the volcano on 
the morning of 23 March increased 
markedly and a new steam fuma-
role was identifi ed on the NW side 
of the dome immediately behind 
Gages Mountain,” the statement 
read.

“The ash venting was clearly 
pulsatory and sent ash to approxi-
mately 6000 feet above sea level 
(3000 feet above the volcano). 
At its peak, black jets of ash 
were seen rising a few hundred 
metres above the floor of the 
collapse scar. This type of activ-
ity is probably ‘phreatic’ in origin 
and is formed where superheated 
rock meets groundwater causing 
the rocks to fragment, generat-
ing ash.

“VT earthquakes are related 
to fracturing rocks probably as a 
result of increases in pressure. It is 
likely that these pressure increases 
and the resulting earthquakes are 
related to uprising magma below 
the volcano. Similar types of activ-
ity have occurred at Soufriere Hills 
Volcano up to several months prior 
to restarts in magma extrusion, for 
example in 2005 and 2008,” the 

cont’d. on page 3

Soufriere HIlls Dome in 2003
photo by Paul Breuer
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Increased seismic activity
MVO statement ended.

Zone C which comprises of 
Cork Hill, Weekes, Foxes Bay, 
Richmond Hill, Delvins and extend-
ing 500 m out to sea is part of the 
Exclusion Zone. It was reopened in 
December 2011 after the hazard 
level was lowered from 3 to 
2, which made daytime access 
possible in those areas. Dr. Cole 
says there are no plans to raise 
the hazard level but that the area 
would be closed off and the gates 
locked.

Photo Caption: MVO photo 
taken from Jack Boy Hill of the ash 
vents today March 23, 2012.

Fumarole An opening in 
Earth's crust, often in the neigh-
bourhood of volcanoes, which 
emits steam and gases such as 
carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide, 
hydrochloric acid, and hydrogen 
sulfi de. It is often accompanied 
by sulphur deposition around the 
opening of the vent.

Phreatic [explosions] Caused 
by ground water being heated by 
rising magma. The phase change 
from superheated liquid to vapour 
(steam) close to the earth's sur-
face causes explosive activity.

Pyroclastic fl ow A high-parti-
cle concentration avalanche (fl ow) 
of high-temperature pyroclastic 
material and gases that moves 
rapidly, typically in response to 
gravity. In many cases pyroclastic 
fl ows follow the course of valleys. 
Pyroclastic flows can form in 
different ways: as the result of 

gravitational dome collapse and 
during explosive eruptions when 
an eruption column collapses

The seismic network record-
ed nine rockfalls, one hundred and 
fi ve volcano-tectonic (VT) and four 
hybrid earthquakes. Two swarms 
of VT earthquakes have occurred, 
one between 16:04 and 16:51 hrs 

on the 22 March with 49 events 
and another between 03:10 and 
05:27 hrs on 23 March with 54 
events. Earthquakes in the second 
swarm were markedly larger than 
those in the fi rst.

The average sulphur dioxide 
measurement this week was 433 
tonnes per day with a maximum of 

654 and a minimum of 282 tonnes 
per day.

Observations on the morn-
ing of 23 March showed several 
changes on the volcano. Steam 
venting (Fumarolic) activity on 
the volcano has increased and a 
new steam vent (fumarole) has 
appeared on the northwest face 

of the lava dome behind Gages 
Mountain. A pulsing steam vent 
containing a small amount of 
ash has formed in the back of 
the February 2010 collapse scar. 
Very light ashfall is occurring on 
the western fl ank of the volcano. 
Audible roaring associated with 
the venting can be heard intermit-
tently from MVO, 5.75 km NW of 
the volcano.

Pyroclastic flows can still 
occur at any time without warn-
ing. Lahars (mudfl ows) remain a 
hazard. Tracks across the Belham 
valley are frequently destroyed or 
heavily modifi ed by lahars, there-
fore caution should be exercised 
crossing the valley during and 
after rainfall. 

The Hazard Level is 2, how-
ever until further notice there is no 
access to Zone C. Maritime zone 
W remains daytime transit only 
(boats may sail through the zone 
but must not stop).

Additional information on the 
Soufrière Hills Volcano, the Hazard 
Level System and a glossary of 
volcanic terms can be found at 
can be found at the MVO website: 
www.mvo.ms

SHOOTING IN CARR’S BAY LEAVES YOUNG MAN 
IN SERIOUS CONDITION, INVESTIGATION UNDERWAY

POLICE COMMISSIONER SPEAKS TOUGH AND 
READY TO TAKE THE FIGHT TO THE CRIMINALS

Man charged with 
unlawful wounding 

in Davy Hill

Fol lowing po l ice 
forum and statements 
aimed to quell the panic 
and fear being sensed by 
several, the Police Com-
missioner Steve Fos-
ter said Wednesday the 
Royal Montserrat Police 
Service is ready to take 
decisive action to curb 
the increased criminal 
activity on island. The 
GIU released the follow-

ing report.
The commissioner 

made an official state-
ment on ZJB Radio 
Montserrat on Wednes-
day, following a holiday 
weekend marred by two 
serious incidents, one 
still to be resolved.

“Let it be known that 
we will take the fi ght to 
the criminals using all 
lawful means,” Commis-

sioner Foster declared. 
“We intend to spare no 
resources to take back 
control of this island and 
to bring all criminal el-
ements to justice. We 
intend to ensure that 
Montserrat immediately 
returns to a state of nor-
mality.”

He appealed to the 
public to share informa-
tion with the police to 

In one of the events 
that caused even more 
concern among resi-
dents in Montserrat is 
the wounding incident 
which resulted in James 
Lynch appearing before 
the Magistrate on Tues-
day this week, charged 
with the unlawful wound-
ing of Tyrone Brown 
on Saturday afternoon, 
March 17.

Lynch, a driver for 
the local hospital was ar-
rested after it was found 
that he allegedly injured 
Brown with a cutlass 
on his neck and hand. 

assist them in ongoing 
enquiries. “Withholding 
information will help no 
one, and only serves to 
put more people at risk 
and contribute to the de-
terioration of our peaceful 
and tranquil island. Our 
tourism product is being 
destroyed by all those 
who perpetuate these 
offences. The Montser-
rat which we once knew 

The police laid no ob-
jections and Lynch was 
granted bail in the sum 
of $6,000.00 with one 
surety.

Lynch reportedly at-
tacked Browne while in 
his vehicle with his cut-
lass and received wound 
to his hand while fending 
off the cutlass from his 
neck. It is also reported 
that incident followed 
from a dispute that took 
place earlier the day at 
another location.

The accused is to ap-
pear before the Court on 
Wednesday April 18.

On Sunday, March 
18, 2012 reports of a 
missing young man from 
Davy Hill resulted in re-
ports by the police that 
they are investigating the 
circumstances which led 
to the 32-year-old being 
shot in the head.

The reports are that 
the young man who at 
the time of writing this 
report is in a hospital unit 
in Trinidad, after being 
flown there via a stop 

over in Antigua where a 
bullet was found in his 
head, was found up a 
ghaut that leads down to 
the sea east of the Carrs 
Bay road.

Allegedly doctors 
in Montserrat did now 
know the cause of the 
wound in Ezra David’s 
head as they were not 
advised that a gun had 
been found on the scene 
of what police is sus-
pecting to be a shooting 

incident.
According to a state-

ment from Police Com-
missioner Steve Foster, 
the man identified as 
Ezra David was found in 
the Carr’s Bay area some 
time on Sunday 18th 
March 2012. They have 
launched an appeal for 
assistance from anyone 
who was in the Davy 
Hill, Carr’s Bay or Brades 
area between Saturday 
evening March 17 and 

Sunday March 18 and 
may have heard or seen 
anything or may have 
information about the 
discharge of a fi rearm, to 
come forward and speak 
with the police.

Commissioner Fos-
ter said the police would 
be putting every effort 
into the investigation.

Meanwhile, David re-
mains in critical condition 
with family and friends 
praying for his recovery.

and love is fast losing 
its identity as a peaceful 
and tranquil island. We 
cannot sit by and allow 
this to happen.”

“This lawlessness 
has also gone into our 
schools. I want to advise 
our students and young 
people that resorting to 
violence is not the way 
to settle disputes. There 
are several other ways 

of settling differences 
and disputes. There is 
a complaints process 
in school or alternative-
ly, the criminal justice 
system. Please do not 
destroy your future by 
making irrational deci-
sions today. Think before 
you act. Violence and 
criminal activity is not 
worth your while,” he 
cautioned.
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Would You Pray for Me?
The prayer of faith will save the 

sick, and the Lord will raise them 
up. - James 5:15 (NRSV)

I was calling Sandra Zaiter to ask 
her to speak at a Thanksgiving Day 
luncheon. For many years she worked 
in Puerto Rico as a director of children’s 
TV programs. My generation grew up 
watching and learning from her as 
she gave timely advice and taught us 
everything from everyday values to 
simple mathematics.

Her life took a 180-degree turn 
in 1975. One day while at the beach, 
she decided to dive, unaware that the 
tide had receded and that rocks were 
close beneath the surface. The impact 
with them left her a quadriplegic. 
Nevertheless, her professional life 

continued. Now I was calling to invite 
her to share her thoughts about being 
thankful. As our conversation drew to 
a close, she asked, “Pastor, in a few 
days I’ll be having some medical tests. 
Would you pray for me?” We spent a 
few more moments on the telephone 
as I prayed for this national television 
personality.

After the call, I opened El Aposento 
Alto (the Spanish edition of The Upper 
Room) to read the meditation for 
the day. The title of it was, “Pray for 
Me”!* Praying for others is more than 
an opportunity; it is a privilege God 
presents to us. That day I learned 
that when we are asked to pray for 
someone, we should do it. God will 
take care of the rest.

Our Scripture Verse TodayOur Scripture Verse Today
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 E D I T O R I A L

Much are being said about criminal activities have increased or ‘esca-
lated’ within the last few months and currently. Upon deeper investiga-
tions the police say that this escalation is in respect of what they term as 
‘serious crimes’. These fall in the categories of wounding, sexual assaults 
and theft. 

When the police became the target as the aggressors and get charged 
following heavy investigations into their own conduct, it highlighted seri-
ous problems within the security institution. Already suffering from a lack 
of confi dence among the wider public, this was strong fuel for the atten-
tion to be focused on them. That left the Governor, (and according to him 
Cabinet) invoking full scale review of the police service. More statistical 
information and the census information will provide a great place to begin 
a study.

The statements of the police about these matters and their lack of re-
spectful and sensible communication with the media has been one of their 
major downfalls. Right now they are under the microscope in that regard. 
And, there are others to come as there has been very serious disintegra-
tion in the way much of the authority in this island in how they support 
and deal with media. Understanding and supporting the (different types 
of) media can work wonders for the overall development of Montserrat 
and Montserratians.

The police utterances along with their efforts to connect with the public 
are all still very lacking. That along with the other sectors of the commu-
nity, calling for prayers while all good are still misguided and misplaced, if 
they are not going to seek to fi nd out how this became so important, and 
now almost irrelevant. In the end it is no more than a cop-out! In spite of 
all this there are some good observations being made about the state of 
concern among the island, which if not carefully portrayed, can further 
destroy what is already receiving lip service attention.

Who understands the cost cutting measures that our Minister of Finance 
(Premier) government keeps talking about? It is budget time and hopefully 
everyone will listen carefully, that there is something amiss when all we 
here about government resources and pretended support for the private 
sector. We need also to listen to some of what the Governor is reporting 
on the outcome of his discourse with the senior civil servants as to their 
responsibilities to support the private sector who at the end of the day must 
subscribe to their employed existence. So even if what the government 
is saying sounds good, where is the serious intent, action and capacity to 
deliver on the good things?

What are the priorities of the government in the cost cutting ventures? 
Is to properly attend to the real priorities or to further stifl e development 
support in the private sector? The police should disclose that they lost as 
many as nine posts in the exercises, but yet, being under the gun, they 
must come out and promise the public that they will increase their pres-
ence in the community. There are those who know that is not the answer 
and if at all is a very small part. 

We cannot repeat often enough about the conversation, the information 
and the education that need to take place that would create the knowledge 
and understanding needed to impact on how we go forward to stem what 
can indeed get out of hand and create a bigger crisis. If we believe there 
is a sore, don’t treat it properly, continue to undermine the treatment and 
wait for terminal cancer to set in. 

The Montserrat Reporter with its appended services, and Forward Com-
munications Inc. see themselves as being party to any development in the 
delivery required. The police have things to fi x, but there is much to begin 
and the time is now more than ripe for those responsible to understand 
that what is required is a new, honest, dedicated, but different approach 
that need to begin. 

Most of those willing to remove the scales of corruption, fear and deceit 
from their eyes are ready to join in all that is necessary to rise up and show 
how deep some heads are buried in the sand. The prayer vigil and march 
are all commendable, but what are we praying for? We better be careful!

PARENTAL INVOLVMENT 
NEEDED IN STUDENT’S 

EXAMINATION PROCESS

Sam Cleveland Susan Giles

Nerissa Golden and Ben-
nette Roach returned from Bar-
bados where they attended 
the first one-day seminar for 
journalists, which took place 
at Alexander Court on Monday, 
March 5, 2012. 

Both stressed and reiterated 
the call made by several offi cials 
that  Parents must be more active 
in the education life of their chil-
dren especially as they prepare to 
take their external examinations 
from the Caribbean Examinations 
Council (CXC).. 

Sharon Giles, Head of Exam-
ination Administration Security 
(EAS) said in the 2011 exams 
four territories did not submit 
their Student Based Assess-
ments (SBAs) before the deadline 
and so thousands of students 
were ungraded in the applicable 
subjects.

“CXC does not negotiate on 
our deadlines,” Giles told report-
ers. “The SBAs are a critical 
component of the fi nal grade for 
students and so submission of 
the SBAs must be done within 
the time allotted.”

Students in St. Kitts & 
Nevis, Barbados, Jamaica and 
Trinidad & Tobago were affected 
by the delay in submission. The 
officials said parents should 
check to make sure they know 
what the deadlines are and en-
sure that schools are submitting 
the work on time.

Giles noted that CXC is 
presently investigating one school 
who submitted bogus SBAs from 
years prior as the students had 
never conducted any SBAs.

Supervisors and Invigilators 
workshop

The following day March 6, 

two persons in Dr. Clarice Barnes 
and  Allen attended a workshop 
for supervisors and invigilators 
who monitor  the annual CXC 
examinations. The facilitator 
reported that the workshop dis-
cussed in detail the CXC manuals 
for supervisors and invigilators. 

“…this year we have a 
manual that we provide to the 
supervisors and invigilators and 
we actually did cover the manual 
in detail but some of the areas 
and some of the things the su-
pervisors are expected to do 
before the examinations …as 
well as areas that the supervi-
sors are expected to do after 
the examinations,” he added, 
mentioning also, “we covered in 
detail the different aspects in the 
examinations.”

The police may be instruments of the 
problem, but may not be the cause
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SAVE AND GROW - PRODUCING FOOD SUSTAINABLY

ISLAND OF MONTSERRAT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

A.D. 2012
[PROBATE]

In the Estate of Sarah Richardson, deceased
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that after the expiration of fourteen (14) days from the date hereof, 
application will be made in the Registry of the High Court of Justice for an Order that 
Letters of Administration in the Estate of Sarah Richardson late of 787 Morton Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts, who died on the 3rd. day of July, 2002 be granted to Kenneth Allen 
Esquire of the Law Firm Allen Markham & Associates the lawful attorney of Ranford 
Richardson  the natural son of the deceased and one of the persons entitled to take Letters 
of Administration of her Estate.
ALL persons claiming to be benefi cially interested therein are requested forthwith to send 
particulars to us the undersigned.
FURTHER any person objecting to the issuance of a Grant to the Applicant should notify 
the Registrar of the High Court of Justice, whose address is:  Offi ce of the Registrar General, 
Brades, Montserrat, not later than fourteen (14) days from the date of this notice.

Dated this 20th. day of March, 2012
…………………………….

ALLEN MARKHAM & ASSOCIATES
Solicitors for the Applicant

This notice is published by Allen Markham & Associates Barristers & Solicitors 
whose address for Service is Banks, Montserrat.

The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO) observed World Water 
Day (WWD) this Thursday, March 
22 with a focus on theme for 
2012: Water and Food Security.

The need to feed a grow-
ing population places constant 
pressure on crop production and 
water supply, as does coping 
with an increasingly degraded 
environment and uncertainties 
resulting from climate change.  

Sustainable crop production 
intensification (SCPI) is being 
promoted by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) as an intervention 
that has a high potential for 
success. 

SCPI optimizes crop produc-
tion per unit area, taking into 
account sustainability aspects 

(potential and/or real social, polit-
ical, economic and environmental 
impacts). Recent trends indicate 
that using scientifi c principles 
of ecosystem management for 
farming practices can increase 
yield. Focusing on environmental 
sustainability through an eco-
system approach, SCPI aims to 
maximize options to intensify 
crop production through effective 
management of biodiversity and 
ecosystems.

Indeed, under the SCPI 
initiative, FAO’s Sub-Regional 
Offi ce, in Barbados recently com-
missioned a Baseline Study on 
Existing Sustainable Practices, 
Models and Technologies used 
by farmers in Barbados and six 
countries of the Organization 
of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS). Water management 

featured very prominently. The 
report on the study is shortly to 
be presented to stakeholders in 
the region to determine interven-
tions that could be tested in pilot 
projects.

Producing more food, 
sustainably

Recently, FAO launched a 
major initiative - Save and Grow 
- designed to intensify crop and 
food production in an environ-
mentally sustainable manner.  
This approach targets mainly 
smallholder farmers in developing 
countries, helping low-income 
farm families economize on the 
cost of production and building 
healthy agro-ecosystems, en-
abling them to maximize yields 
and invest the savings in their 
health and education. 

FAO has produced a Save 

and Grow Policymaker’s Guide 
which covers: 

The challenge To feed a 
growing world population, we 
have no option but to intensify 
crop production. But farmers 
face unprecedented constraints. 
In order to grow, agriculture must 
learn to save

Farming systems 
Crop production intensifi cation 
will be built on farming systems 
that offer a range of productivity, 
socio-economic and environmen-
tal benefi ts to producers and to 
society at large

Soil health 
Agriculture must, literally, 

return to its roots by rediscover-
ing the importance of healthy soil, 
drawing on natural sources of 
plant nutrition, and using mineral 
fertilizer wisely

Crops and varieties 
Farmers will need a genetically 
diverse portfolio of improved 
crop varieties that are suited to 
a range of agro-ecosystems and 
farming practices, and resilient 
to climate change

Water management 
Sustainable intensification re-
quires smarter, precision tech-
nologies for irrigation and farming 
practices that use ecosystem 
approaches to conserve water

Plant protection 
Pesticides kill pests, but also 
pests’ natural enemies; and their 
overuse can harm farmers, con-
sumers and the environment. The 
fi rst line of defense is a healthy 
agro-ecosystem

Policies and institutions 
To encourage smallholders to 
adopt sustainable crop produc-
tion intensifi cation, fundamental 
changes are needed in agricul-
tural development policies and 
institutions

In terms of water manage-
ment, sustainable agriculture 
on irrigated (and rain-fed) land 

involves trade-offs in land use, 
water sharing, and the mainte-
nance of supporting ecosystem 
services. These trade-offs are 
becoming more complex and have 
signifi cant social, economic and 
political importance. 

Innovative water ap-
proaches required 

Looking ahead, water man-
agement in agriculture will need 
to cope with less water per 
hectare of land and will have to 
internalize the cost of pollution 
from agricultural land. Competing 
demands for water from other 
sectors will continue to grow. 

Policymakers are encour-
aged to implement incentives that 
focus on critical environmental 
issues, while leveraging individual 
farmer’s profi ts. These will have 
a greater chance of success. For 
example, where agrochemical 
pollution of rivers and aquatic 
ecosystems has reached crisis 
point, a ban on dangerous chemi-
cals could be accompanied by 
measures to raise fertilizer prices, 
provide farmers with objective 
advice on dosage rates, and re-
move incentives to apply fertilizer 
excessively. Follow-up measures 
might promote management 
at “required or recommended” 

levels, and seek alternative ap-
proaches to higher productivity 
with more modest use of external 
inputs. In that case, more public 
investment would be needed to 
improve the monitoring of eco-
system conditions. 

Regulatory measures and 
effective compliance

 In the future, fertigation 
(fertilizer application via irriga-
tion) technology (including use of 
liquid fertilizers), defi cit irrigation 
and wastewater-reuse will be 
better integrated within irrigation 
systems. While the introduction 
of a new technology into irrigated 
cropping systems has high entry 
costs and requires institutional 
support, the use of precision 
irrigation is now global. Farm-
ers in developing countries are 
already adopting low-head drip 
kits for niche markets, such as 
horticulture. 

In addition, the availability 
of cheap, plastic-moulded prod-
ucts and plastic sheeting for 
plasticulture is likely to expand. 
However, the broad-scale adop-
tion of alternatives, including so-
lar technologies or the avoidance 
of polluting technologies, will 
need the support of regulatory 
measures and effective policing 
to ensure compliance.

Cauliflower with plastic mulch.jpg - Plastic mulch is 
being used in caulifl ower crops to conserve water (prevent 
evaporation) as well as prevent the growth of weeds

Mature secondary forest in Spring Vale Valley

Florita Kentish
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Montserrat celebrates 
with week-long

TERRITORY OF MONTSERRAT
HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

A.D. 2012
PROBATE

LEGAL NOTICE
In the Estate of  BASIL WILLIAM THOMAS , deceased

NOTICE is hereby given that after the expiration of fourteen (14) days from the 
date hereof Application will be made in the Registry of the High Court for Letters of 
Administration in the estate of BASIL WILLIAM THOMAS who died on the 3rd 
December 2011 be granted to MARY LEE nee THOMAS mother  of the deceased.

ALL persons claiming to be benefi cially interested therein are requested forthwith to 
send particulars thereof to the undersigned.

FURTHER any person objecting to the issuance of Letters of Administration to the 
Applicant should notify the Registrar of the High Court, Brades, Montserrat not later 
than fourteen (14) days from the date of this notice.

Dated this 02nd,  March, 2012

Hogarth Sergeant
Solicitor for the Applicant
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St. Patrick’s Day 
schedule of events

TERRITORY OF MONTSERRAT
HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

A.D. 2012
PROBATE

LEGAL NOTICE
In the Estate of  HAROLD WILLIAM BLAKE , deceased

NOTICE is hereby given that after the expiration of fourteen (14) days from the 
date hereof Application will be made in the Registry of the High Court for Letters of 
Administration in the estate of HAROLD WILLIAM BLAKE who died on the 21st 
July 2001 be granted to ALICE ELIZABETH BLAKE the Lawful widow and relict 
of the deceased.

ALL persons claiming to be benefi cially interested therein are requested forthwith to 
send particulars thereof to the undersigned.

FURTHER any person objecting to the issuance of Letters of Administration to the 
Applicant should notify the Registrar of the High Court, Brades, Montserrat not later 
than fourteen (14) days from the date of this notice.

Dated this 02nd,  March, 2012

Hogarth Sergeant
Solicitor for the Applicant

The annual week-long celebration of St. Pat-
rick’s Day, which began which a church service 
last week Sunday, March 11, came alive for the 
second year in a row in the village of Salem with 
street jams and parades and the usual ‘slave feast’ 
on Saturday.

The island, also known as the Emerald Isle of 
the Caribbean, is the only place outside of Ireland 
where March 17 is observed as a national holiday. 
For Montserrat, the celebration is usually for both 
its Irish and African and slave heritage.

Throughout the past week there were activi-
ties including the annual St. Patrick’s Day lecture 
on Monday night, the Junior Calypso Competition 
organised by the Montserrat Union of Teachers on 
Friday night  and the Freedom Run & Walk early 
Saturday morning. 

Later on Saturday, there was a colourful street 
parade from the Montserrat Secondary School 
(MSS) to the Salem town centre led by the MSS 
Cadet Corps, while students from the Brades 
and Look Out primary schools teamed up as The 
Montserrat Cultural Connection Players to pres-
ent A Fusion of African-Irish Heritage; Javon Tuitt 
played the slave Equiano and St. Augustine School 
represented early missionaries and plantation boys 
and girls.

The Department of Culture sponsored prizes 
for the parade.

A report from the GIU noted, “The most hu-
mourous costume was won by Normal Cassell as 
Mountain Man. Cassell made his musical contribu-
tion to the iron band with a cutlass and hoe. He 
won EC$200 and a weekend for two at the Grand 
View Bed & Breakfast.

The most creative portrayal of the Irish, African, 
Montserratian connection won The Montserrat Cul-
tural Connection Players a check of EC$ 500. 

Best portrayal of a national hero, was Equia-

no, who received $200 
and one night at Tropi-
cal Mansions Suites for 
two.

St. Augustine School 
won EC$ 500 for the 
Best depiction of the 
1700s.”

The afternoon went 
on with more entertain-
ment well into the night, 
masquerades and lots of 
food and natural drinks 
available from more than 
25 booth holders.

Fittest man in his Irish garb



Page 8 Friday, March 23, 2012

Kids time - In your own korner

The Most Beautiful 
Heart

One day a young man was standing in the 
middle of the town proclaiming that he had the 
most beautiful heart in the whole valley.
A large crowd gathered and they all admired 

his heart for it was perfect. There was not a 
mark or a fl aw in it. Yes, they all agreed it truly 
was the most beautiful heart they had ever 
seen.
The young man was very proud and boasted 

more loudly about his beautiful heart.
Suddenly, an old man appeared at the front 

of the crowd and said, “Why your heart is not 
nearly as beautiful as mine.”
The crowd and the young man looked at the 

old man’s heart. It was beating strongly ... but 
full of scars. It had places where pieces had 
been removed and other pieces put in ... but 
they didn’t fi t quite right and there were sev-
eral jagged edges.
In fact, in some places there were deep 

gouges where whole pieces were missing. The 
people starred ... how could he say his heart is 
more beautiful, they thought?
The young man looked at the old man’s heart 

and saw its state and laughed.
“You must be joking,” he said. “Compare 

your heart with mine ... mine is perfect and 
yours is a mess of scars and tears.”

Hello everyone – It is kid’s time with Auntie Lyka “In Your Korner”. It’s now sports time. I would like to congratulate all 
of you who took part in your school’s Sports. Just remember your opponent is not the enemy. He/she is your partner. The 
better they are, the more opportunity you will have to play to your potential. Think about it.

“Yes,” said the old man, “Yours is perfect look-
ing ... but I would never trade with you. You 
see, every scar represents a person to whom 
I have given my love..... I tear out a piece of 
my heart and give it to them ... and often they 
give me a piece of their heart which fi ts into 
the empty place in my heart ... but because the 

Pre-School Corner
Hello to you my preschool friends. This week we will look at 
COLOURING ALPHBET PICTURES. I hope you have fun. Letter B

THE FIRST CHILD TO SEND IN THE 
CORRECTCT ANSWER WINS A GIFT. 
Question: List four uses of the tongue.

QUESTION TIME

pieces aren’t exact, I have some rough edges, 
which I cherish, because they remind me of the 
love we shared.
Sometimes I have given pieces of my heart 

away ... and the other person hasn’t returned a 
piece of his heart to me. These are the empty 
gouges ... giving love is taking a chance. 
Although these gouges are painful, they stay 
open, reminding me of the love I have for these 
people too ... and I hope someday they may 
return and fi ll the space I have waiting. So now 
do you see what true beauty is?”
The young man stood silently with tears run-

ning down his cheeks. He walked up to the old 
man, reached into his perfect young and beau-
tiful heart, and ripped a piece out. He offered it 
to the old man with trembling hands.
The old man took his offering, placed it in 

his heart and then took a piece from his old 
scarred heart and placed it in the wound in the 
young man’s heart. It fi t.... but not perfectly, as 
there were some jagged edges.
The young man looked at his heart, not per-

fect anymore but more beautiful than ever, 
since love from the old man’s heart fl owed into 
his. They embraced and walked away side by 
side. 
The moral of this story: Physical perfec-

tion is not always beautiful.

A Piece Missing

What Am I?

Colouring Time

Bubble Maze

I live where light is but die if light 
touches me. What am I?

What is yours to own, yet others use it 
more?

What loses its head every morning; 
but gets it back every night?

See you next week right here 

In Your Own Korner. 
Where we will have fun
Kids write your stories, tell us about your-
selves. Email or post - Write to Aunty 
Lyka, at P.O. Box 306, Davy Hill, or send 
email to:  kidstime@themontserratreporter.com
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No disciplinary action 
against police until 

Sergeant’s charge is heard

MINISTER RILEY CALLS FOR 
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, 

SPEAKS OUT ON WOUNDING INCIDENT

Summary Report of Proceedings of the Legislative 
Assembly held on 28th February 2012.

1. The following papers were laid on the table :-

   a)  Financial Secretary
i. Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure 2012-2015;

ii. Montserrat Financial Services Commission Financial Statements for the year 
ended 31 December 2008;

iii. Montserrat Financial Services Commission Financial Statements for the year 
ended 31 December 2009;

iv. Montserrat Financial Services Commission Financial Statements for the year 
ended 31 December 2010;

v. S R & O No. 1 of 2012 Customs Duties and Consumption Tax (Rosalind  
 Morgan) (Exemption) Order 2012;

vi. S R & O No. 2 of 2012 Customs Duties and Consumption Tax (Laurine  
 Fenton) (Exemption) Order 2012;

vii. S R & O No. 3 of 2012 Customs Duties and Consumption Tax (Governor’s  
 Offi ce) (Exemption) Order 2012;

viii. S R & O No. 4 of 2012 Customs Duties and Consumption Tax (Farm Gate  
 Inc.) (Exemption) Order 2012;

ix. S R & O No. 5 of 2012 Customs Duties and Consumption Tax (Nathaniel  
 Buffonge) (Exemption) Order 2012.

   b)  Financial Secretary
i. S R & O No. 6 of 2012 Revised Edition Rectifi cation Act Order 2012;

ii. S R & O No. 7 of 2012 Road Traffi c (Amendment) Act 2011   
   (Commencement) Order 2012.

2. The First Reading of the following Bill took place:

 ‘Employment (Amendment) Bill 2012’

  First Reading    - 28th February 2012
 This Bill seeks to amend: (1) Section 2 of the Act by inserting a defi nition for “Mag-

istrate.” (2) Clause 4 of the Bill to appoint the person who is senior Magistrate as 
Chairman of the Tribunal  (3) Clause 5 of the Bill to validate decisions made by the 
Chairman of the Tribunal as of 2nd September 1981.

3. The Second and Third Readings of the following Bill took place:

 ‘Interpretation (Amendment) Bill 2012’

  First Reading    - 19th January 2012
  Second Reading  - 28th February 2012
  Third Reading   - 28th February 2012

 This Bill was passed with no amendment.

4. A Resolution to approve SR&O No. 9 of 2012 - Customs Service Tax (Laurine Fenton) 
(Exemption) Order 2012 was approved by the Legislative Assembly.

5. A Resolution to approve SR&O No. 10 of 2012 - Customs Service Tax (Governor’s 
Offi ce) (Exemption) Order 2012 was approved by the Legislative Assembly.

Bills that had their fi rst readings can be read in their entirety at any of the following 
places:

Sgd. Judith C Baker (Mrs.)
Clerk of Councils

Legislature Department
#1 Farara Plaza
Brades
Montserrat

Legal Department
Valley View
Brades
Montserrat

Public Library
BBC Complex
Brades
Montserrat

Government 
of Montserrat 
Website

Governor Adrian Davis 
during his recent press confer-
ence updated on the follow-up 
of the investigation involving 
police misconduct, and his 
plans for going forward in 
tackling what he called, a 
“mini crime wave.”

The Governor said that 
every one was concerned 
about the crime wave, observ-
ing that visitors note Montser-
rat’s relative crime free status 
as one of the main reasons for 
visiting and returning time af-
ter time. “We cannot afford to 
lose that identity,” he said.

He announced Wednesday 
that he ordered an independent 
full-scale review of the police 

force to be undertaken in 
May, following incidents of 
misconduct within the force 
and a “significant r ise” in 
criminal activity. ”We have aIl 
agreed with both the premier 
and I, that there would be a 
full scale review, a two week 
review of the police force, in 
the first two weeks of May to 
be carried out by the FCO legal 
Adviser Larry Cunningham 
with assistance from senior 
officials from probably the 
Cayman Islands and the British 
Virgin Islands…” he said.

REgarding any further 
follow up of the incident at 
Drummonds  on  December 
17, he said there would be 

no further action, “until the 
criminal charges against Ser-
geant Laborde has been heard 
in  court  and a judgement 
come to.”

He said that  the Director 
of Public Prosecution (DPP) 
is  not  propos ing to lodge 
any further criminal charges 
against the police. He sug-
gested further ,  that  unt i l 
the case against Sergeant  
Laborde has been heard and 
concluded, “we cannot take 
any disciplinary action against 
any other member of the police 
force. Any action in respect 
to that probably wouldn’t 
happen until sometime in the 
summer.”

Former Delta employees attend preliminary 
inquiry into charges of forgery and conspiracy

Former employees 
o f  De l ta  Pe t ro leum 
Ltd.  in  Montser ra t , 
Misses Yolanda Royer 
and Dawnelle Hussey 
appeared in court on 
Monday for the pre-
liminary Inquiry  into 
cha rges  they  face , 

brought against them 
i n  N o v e m b e r  l a s t 
year. They were ar-
rested, charged and 
had appeared before 
Magistrate Veronica 
Dorse t te -Hecto r  on 
Monday ,  November 
14. They were grant-

ed bail in the sum of 
$120,000 each with 
two sureties.

At the time of their 
arrests, Royer was fac-
ing 69 counts of theft 
totaling $150,605.55, 
wh i l e  Hu s s e y  was 
c h a r g e d  w i t h  4 2 

counts of theft total-
ing $88,692.99.  Both 
Roy e r  a n d  Hu s s e y 
a re  jo in t l y  cha rged 
with forgery, uttering 
f o rged  documen ts , 
obtaining property by 
deception and conspir-
acy to defraud Delta 

Petroleum Ltd.
The  p r e l im i na r y 

enquiry is an investi-
gation into the alleged 
offence to determine 
whether there is suf-
f i c i en t  ev idence  to 
put the accused on 
trial before the high 

court. 
While on bail the 

y oung  women  h ad 
both been ordered to 
report  at  the Royal 
M o n t s e r r a t  P o l i c e 
Service Headquarter 
in  Brades once per 
week. 

The Hon Minister of Educa-
tion Colin Riley says he is planning 
to continue taking decisive steps 
to end violence at the Montser-
rat Secondary School. This, as 
a result one of the wounding 
incidents that attracted the at-
tention of the Royal Montserrat 
Police Service (RMPS) within the 
last two weeks.

The incident at the MSS 
involved a 14-year-old boy being 
treated at the  St. John’s hospital 
for stab wombs allegedly infl icted 
by a 17 –year-old student who 
was arrested and charged for 
causing grievous bodily harm. 
As could be expected there were 
several witnesses to the incident 
but the police maintains that the 

investigation is ongoing sending 
out the usual, “anyone with any 
information relating to this inci-
dent should contact”, the police 
service.

The 17-year-old student ap-
peared before magistrate on the 
charge, was granted conditional 
bail. Meanwhile it was reported 
that the condition of the 14-
year-old victim was improving 
steadily.

Minister Riley told ZJB 
news, “…unfortunate incidents 
at the school … not something 
we’re proud about. We continue to 
provide the best security we can 
for the students, but it seems as 
if there’s an emerging pattern of 
interpersonal confl ict that tends 

to get out of control. We have a 
security offi cer on the compound 
and we are working with the 
principal and the school leadership 
team to ensure that over time 
there’s adult leadership among the 
students groups so you don’t just 
have students walking around the 
compound unmonitored…”

“I believe in the positive 
engagement in having parts of in-
tervention for adult working with 
students in a way where you can 
infl uence them positively so we 
would like to see a resurgent of 
our sports programs of our after 
school activities even those that 
are not funded by government,” 
the Minister concluded
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DFID hopes to fi nalise Montserrat’s aid package 
by month’s end, does not affect budget debate

 

 
CCARIBBEAN  DEVELOPMENT  BANK  

 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 

WEB CONTENT SPECIALIST 
 

The Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) has a great job opportunity for a Web Content Specialist to work at its 
headquarters located in Barbados. 
 
The Web Content Specialist will work in a collaborative way to coordinate the planning, maintenance, and accessibility 
of company-owned and generated content and content-related services.  This will include ensuring that the layout, 
positioning, navigation and look and feel of content are consistent across and throughout the Bank.  The successful 
candidate should have a first degree in Mass Communications, Public Relations or a related area.  Candidates must be 
nationals of one of CDB’s Member Countries. 
 
Full details, including the requirements for the position and general information about CDB, may be obtained by 
accessing careers on the Bank’s web page at http://www.caribank.org.  The Bank routinely places information on job 
opportunities on its website. 
 
CDB is a multilateral development bank that collaborates with its Borrowing Member Countries to promote sustainable 
social and economic development, economic cooperation and regional integration.  
 

St Kitts and Nevis agrees 
to restructure debt

By Robin Wigglesworth 
in London

Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
the Caribbean island 
federation, is poised to 
restructure its sovereign 
debt burden, one of the 
highest in the world rela-
tive to its economy and 
50,000 inhabitants.

The West  Ind ies 
country has seen its in-
debtedness skyrocket 
owing to the costs of 
reconstruction after pe-
riodic tropical hurricanes, 
a drop in tourism and 
the cost of unwinding its 
struggling sugar industry 
since the 1990s.

The  federa t ion ’s 
cabinet approved the 
final dissolution of the 
St Kitts Sugar Manufac-
turing Corporation this 
month, seven years after 
the offi cial closure of the 
sugar industry. The coun-
try’s football team are still 
informally known as the 
“Sugar Boys”.

International credi-
tors last week over-
whelmingly accepted a 
debt exchange package 
on $150m of St Kitts’ 
$1.1bn overall debts, 
which will see them take 
deep haircuts. The small 
sliver of holdouts will 
be coerced into accep-
tance by collective action 
clauses similar to those 
used by Greece.

Dominica, Grenada, St 
Lucia and St Vincent and 
the Grenadines.

“The outcome is 
also good news for a 
region which is known 
to be among the most 
highly indebted in the 

GIU – Last week’s 
visit of Head of Overseas 
Territories Tom Kelley 
brought the Department 
for International Devel-
opment (DFID) and the 
Government of Montser-
rat closer to fi nalising a 
new aid package for the 
2012/2013 Budget year.

According to DFID 
Private Sector Represen-
tative Dr. Kato Kimbugwe 
it is hoped that the busi-
ness case can be fi nal-
ized by the end of March 
ahead of the April 1 start 
of the government’s new 
budget year.

Public Service; increased 
private sector participa-
tion in the economy; and 
the outsourcing of several 
services including clean-
ing, school meals, and 
hospital laundry services.

Kimbugwe said he is 
impressed with the level 
of work already completed 
to deliver a revised Mas-
ter Plan and prospectus 
on the new town at Little 
Bay and the port project 
under the leadership of 
John Cox. By the end of 
March the plan should be 
about 95% complete only 
awaiting the comments 

est to drill two test wells for 
geothermal exploration, a 
paper is being drawn up to 
request that UK ministers 
approve the use of public 
funds for the project.

This project, along 
with delivering completed 

Dr. Kato Kimbugwe speaks with the press during His Excellency the Governor Adrian 
Davis (left) monthly media briefi ng on Wednesday March 21, 2012.

“As a creditor you’re 
never really happy at the 
end of something like this 
but it’s a balanced, sus-
tainable outcome,” said 
Michael Gerrard, man-
aging director of Broad-
Span Capital, a boutique 
investment bank that 
advised the creditors.

Local banks, which 
hold about $600m of 
government debts, will 
take over government 
assets that have secured 
the loans. The balance of 
St Kitts’ total $1bn debts 
are in treasury bills and 
multilateral loans from 
organisations such as 
the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank, and will not 
be restructured.

When the restructur-
ing and debt exchange is 
completed in mid-April, 
the country will see its 
debt-to-gross domestic 
product fall from about 
149 per cent to about 95 
per cent, according to 
White Oak Advisory, St 
Kitts’ financial adviser. 
When the restructuring 
was fi rst announced last 
summer, the ratio was 
close to 200 per cent.

“This is indeed a his-
toric day for St Kitts and 
Nevis,” Denzil Douglas, 
the prime minister and 
minister of fi nance said 
late last week.

The Internat ional 

Monetary Fund, which 
signed an $80m stand-by 
agreement with St Kitts 
last year, has said that 
the country’s economic 
prospects were showing 
signs of improving after 
two years of contracting, 
and that the government 
was hitting its fi scal tar-
gets.

Like Greece, St Kitts 

is part of a wider mon-
etary bloc, the East Ca-
ribbean Currency Union, 
which has stymied its 
efforts to tackle its debt 
burden. Along with St 
Kitts, the union includes 
Antigua and Barbuda, 

world,” Sebastian Es-
pinosa, managing direc-
tor of White Oak, told 
the Financial Times. “It 
confirms that even the 
highest of debt burdens 
can be resolved in an 
orderly manner.”

Last October the gov-
ernment committed to cre-
ating a Strategic Growth 
and Development Plan 
(SGDP), which is linked to 
receiving future fi nancial 
support from DFID.

Some of the reform 
commitments being con-
sidered are: a stream-
lined tax administration 
system to increase tax 
collection and compli-
ance; implementing the 
eGovernment Strategy 
and introduce online pay-
ments for public services; 
increased accountability 
and service delivery in the 

and suggestions gath-
ered from stakeholders 
during the 60-day public 
consultation which is now 
in progress.

He added that as no 
private sector companies 
have expressed an inter-

plans for the new town and 
port and also investment 
in improving the island’s 
access are dependent on 
the government deliver-
ing on its agreement to 
achieve the targets set out 
in the SGDP.
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MONTSERRAT SECONDARY SCHOOL 
CELEBRATES COMMONWEALTH DAY

The Montserrat Sec-
ondary School (MSS) was 
among the many schools 
across the 54 commonwealth 
countries that celebrated 
Commonwealth Day on 
Monday, March  19, 2012 
under the theme Connecting 
Cultures.”

The activities at the 
MSS began with a parade 
and fl ag raising ceremony 
highlighting the flags of 
Commonwealth countries. 
H.E Governor Adrian Da-
vis, Premier Hon. Rueben 
Meade, and Leader of the 
Opposition the Hon. Don-
aldson Romeo, Ministry of 
Education Hon. Colin Riley, 
other ministers of Govern-
ment, Ministry of Educa-
tion offi cials, Members of 
the community, parents and 
members of the media, were 
on hand to witness the cel-
ebrations

After the flag raising 
ceremony there was a cer-
emony where ‘clusters’ of 
the various countries attend-
ing the school showed off a 
bit of their culture in dance, 
drama and song. 

His Excellency Gover-
nor Adrian Davis delivered 
the Commonwealth Day 
Message from Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth ll. 

Guest speaker Minister 
of Education Hon. Colin 
Riley challenged MSS stu-
dents to strive for excellence 
at all times. “Over the past 
two and a half years this 
administration has taken the 
task of beginning the process 
of making the Montserrat 
Secondary School one of the 
tops schools in the world. 
You may not know it yet be-

cause the progress has been 
slow, but every single year 
in the future we are going to 
raise the bar. So if you want 
to come here, come with 
high standards. 

“We are going to ramp 
up the resourcing of this 
school. You are going to 
have access to better teach-
ing standards, higher quality 
of leadership at all levels 
including student leadership 
and we are going to insist 
that every single day you 
connect to a career; you con-
nect to a future in which you 
will place your professional-
ism at the highest level,” he 
said directing his remarks 
especially to the students.

At the MSS highlights 
of the day included flag 
rising, comments and pre-
sentations by the students. 
There were also exhibits, 
photographs, of the various 
countries. Also form part 
of the activities to mark the 
occasion. 

After MSS students 
from the various countries 
in the commonwealth dis-
played their costumes and 
made cultural presentations 
in dance, music and folk-
lores, all were invited to the 
school rooms where students 
and teachers showcased 
exhibits from their various 
counties of origin.  Food was 
also available for sale.
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crime wave’ by H E Governor Adrian Davis at his most recent press conference on 
March 21. 

Meanwhile, prior to the above and before the report on the police investigation 
was made, there was the surprise resignation of the Deputy Commissioner Paul 
Morris, who later made an unsuspecting damning statement on himself in public at 
a police forum. (See: Paul Morris calls for ‘radical’ difference in policing… March 
9, 2012 issue).

The Governor during his press conference confirmed that the police has taken the 
initiative, forced to go on a damage control campaign and face the public by holding 
forums where they hope to pacify the public and explain the need for their cooperation 
in preventing and solving what they termed, the escalating rate of crime.

The press meantime while accepting the Governor’s term of a ‘mini crime wave’ 
questioned whether the situation was an acceleration rather when compared with 
previous years.

Types of Crime  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Homicide   1 1 0 0 0 0
Wounding   9 11 12 15 7 9
Assaults   122 136 110 119 111 87
Rape / Sexual Offences 6 2 11 7 1 7

Types of Crime  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Burglary   46 70 69 81 63 70
Attempted Burglary  5 9 8 0 0 6
Theft   19 27 19 36 54 63
Fraud   6 2 1 0 0 0
Domestic Violence  205 160 103 166 144 117
Criminal Damage  24 17 21 36 32 31
Suspected Arson  0 1 1 1 1 2
Robbery   0 0 1 1 1 1
Dangerous Drugs  23 39 17 10 39 27
Attempted Murder  1 1 0 1 2 0
Murder   0 0 1 0 0 0
Suicide   0 0 0 0 1 0
     467 476 374 473 456 420

Following the press conference the police provided above chart which shows that 
crimes came down from a comparatively near high in 2009 of 473 to 420 in 2011. 
Some of the serious crimes being spoken of now were reported in December 2011. 
However according to reports the crime figures for the first months of the year are 
generally lower than last year’s.

Also questionable and probably more the cause of panic that set in with the police 
is what the revelation would be as to how many of the crimes over the years have 
been resolved whether through the courts or otherwise.

The Commissioner of Police Steve Foster have shifted the panic on to the public 
wrote in a release on March 21: “In the recent past, that is within the last few months 
the island has seen a number of serious crimes which have created fear and panic 
throughout Montserrat…”

He released the statement on radio, finally sharing it with TMR. “I am appealing 
to the entire listening public to assist the police. I am aware that there are persons 
among us who have information which can assist the police in solving these crimes.  
We want to implore you to come forward and assist us with the on-going enquiries. 
Withholding information will help no one, and only serves to put more people at risk 
and contribute to the deterioration of our peaceful and tranquil island,“ he said.

CRIME WAVE CAUSE FOR  CONCERN

JUS WONDERIN
Jus wornderin wha Montserrat a come to.
Jus wonderin wey jus wonderin min be all dis time.
Jus wonderin why the police to seem able to solve 

nottn.
Jus wonderin afterall if all the rape dem done by the 

same person.
Jus wonderin if dem tink a some fi reman do arl dem 

breaking dey fu true.
Jus wonderin if the deputy fan England think arl a 

we a ass.
Jus wonderin if e believe arwe stupid an no know e as 

much fu blame fu wha a go arn in a de force as much 
as anyone else.

Jus wonderin if e suffa fram low self esteem why him 
look lek him always mix up wid de junior dem.

Jus wonderin if e could a do that nah England and it 
not contrary to military requirements.

Jus wonderin how involved him was because of  close 
family to the bouy dat police had confl ict wid. 

Jus wonderin wha mek him no me remove he self from 
the authority of de investigation. 

Jus wonderin if the commissioner get set up anyway 
an still no even see um.

 Jus wonderin why wid arl way a happen why dem no 
bring back some of the recent and not so recent retired 
police offi cers for even six months to help dem solve the 
rapes and the thiefi ng dem.

Jus wonderin if any police involve lek some time ago.
Jus wonderin if the deputy wid arl de talk me wan 

real police if him really gat papers to show e me wid de 
police in a England

Jus wonderin  if a true a in a d subway wid de train 
line him min  a wok as one offi cer or someway lek 
dat before e come yah fram de beginning.

Jus wonderin bout  all who think poor morals a 
corruption too.

Jus wonderin wha happn at awe national bank uh 
montstrat.

Jus wonderin wey de headman dem at PWD put 
the big dollars vehicle dem.

Jus wonderin if heads a go roll when the FS inves-
tigation done an people a go a jail.

Jus wonderin anyway if de FS above question how 
he could investigate his own ministry/department.

Jus wonderin how de editor no me follow up wid 
that question.

Jus wonderin if corruption no still running wild 
through top and middle management of the civil 
service.

Jus wonderin why the commissioner don’t ask the 
governor to ask the deputy to leave now before he 
cause more damage to the force and country.

Jus wonderin if leap year no supposed to bring 
plenty piknee an nat so much deaths.

Jus wonderin if arwe no really need more than 
prayer.

Jus wonderin if a little, too little too late
Jus wonderin if arwe a go wait till something 

more serious happen wid wan other student to tek 
serious action wid wah jus happn round de second-
ary school

Jus wonderin if ar we still in ah Montserrat.
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