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Today’s Scripture
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The sufferings of this 
present time are not 
worth comparing with 
the glory about to be 
revealed to us. - Romans 
8:18 (NRSV)
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NOLDA FENTON 
DEAD FROM STAB WOUNDS, 

ONE MAN CHARGED

cont’d. on page 3

Coming at a time just as claims are 
being made by the police that Montserrat 
was experiencing a period of escalating 
crime, there comes news of a murder 
involving two community spirited woman 
and man, the first being the victim in 
what has been described as a ‘gruesome 
murder’.

The police are calling it a ‘suspicious 
death’, but in a release on March 6, 2012 
stated that they “On Sunday afternoon a 
Brades resident was charged with her 
(Nolda Fenton) murder.”

The release confi rmed, “The Police 
are currently carrying investigation into 
the cause of death of a 54 yr-old female 
resident of Brade’s,” adding that she was 
found dead at her home at Brades in 
the early hours of Saturday morning 3rd 
March 2012.

The morning, Saturday, March 3, 
Montserrat awoke to the news that Nolda 
Fenton of Brades was found dead report-
edly with her throat slashed. The accused 
of the crime was reported to be her fi -
ancee with whom Nolda had reportedly 
planned to exchange marriage vows in 
December this year. Nolda is well known, 
and as one can see from Social Media 
regrets of her death, for her involvement 
in events and especially at festivals as she 
is one of the leading persons for building 
troupes etc.

By about 7:00 a.m. there was a size-
able crowd mixed in with police personel, 
gathered on the Brades main road next to 
the home where Nolda was found.

The man who reportedly had given 
himself up to police and charged for the 
reportedly gruesome act is John Jones, 
a Guyanese immigrant to Montserrat 
who is well known for his involvement as 
a musician with the masquerades, train-
ing the young ones and who plays music 

Happy St. Pat-
rick’s Day Week 

of Celebration
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BISHOP KENNETH RICHARDS AND 
HIS FIRST VISIT TO MONTSERRAT

After a joyous welcome 
upon his arrival to the Diocese 
of St. John’s-Basseterre in St. 
Kitts, and his solemn ordination 
as bishop in Antigua on February 
8, 2012, Bishop Kenneth David 
Oswin Richards paid his fi rst visit 
to the Montserrat St. Patrick’s 
Parish beginning on Sunday, 
March 4 where he received a real 
warm Montserrat welcome.

According to the bishop, 
who met with the press on Friday 
at the St. Parish church in Look-
out, he was most pleased with 
the welcome he received here in 
Montserrat, continuing his appre-
ciation for the children. He was 
the guest of honour in a motor-
cade on Sunday afternoon upon 
his arrival to the church, where 
a festive welcome awaited him, 
and which featured the children. 
Among his other duties and 
events he met with the children 
again at St. Augustine school and 
on one occasion witnessed the 
Schools annual road race.

The parish made use of his 
week-long visit as parish priest 
Fr. George Agger succeeded in 
his request to have him preach 
the annual Lenten retreat. The 
bishop told the press that he 
had audience with the Governor 
and Premier, and other ministers 
including Minister of Ecclesi-
astes. 

At the press conference he 
spoke about his responsibilities 
and role of bishop to the Diocese. 
“My responsibility includes ad-
ministrative responsibility for the 
territory and which include nine 
parishes; also liturgical respon-
sibilities with the celebration of 
the sacrament…see that they 
are administered properly and 
then also to ensure the mission 
of the church which is respect to 
evangelization.” He added that 
he has to ensure that the priests 
and with the other stakeholders 
of the diocese…we formulate a 
vision and come together for the 
proclamation of the gospel.

The bishop spoke of a chal-
lenge which will be big, that is”: 
”one of learning getting to know 
the people, know the territory, 
know the culture and of course…
because we’re talking about nine 
different islands, each of them 
with their own individuality.”

“And so,” the bishop con-
tinued, “…today taken some 
time to just be present, initially 
to listen to the people, listen to 
the priest to get a grasp of how 
we can develop a strategy for the 
attainment of this vision which 
respect evangelization and the 
sanctifying of Gods people.”

The bishop spoke to such 
other matters and his views of 
church and state, the decriminal-
ization of buggery, and how it will 
always be viewed by the church. 
He was scheduled to preach and 
celebrate mass on Sunday which 
will also be celebrated as the of-
fi cial service marking the opening 
of the celebration of St. Patrick’s 
Day week of festivities. 

Fr. George gave the brief 
history of the diocese since 
Bishop Reece, who is also a 
Jamaican. Reece he said, served 
for 25 years as the Bishop of the 
Diocese. He had won the hearts 
of Montserratians, especially 
“because he was here during the 

time of Hugo; was instrumental 
in helping people through their 
diffi culty and then of course, he 
was here during the diffi culties 
of the volcanic eruption.”

The well-known Bishop Re-
ece was transferred to Jamaica 
as archbishop of Kingston four 

years ago during that time while 
we  waited four years for his 
replacement, Bishop Malzaire, of 
Dominica acted the meantime.

 Bishop Richards was full of 
praise for the people of Montser-
rat and was delighted with the 
welcome he had received.

PRINCE HARRY WILL PROMOTE BRITAIN IN 
BRAZIL TODAY WHEN HE ARRIVES IN THE 

COUNTRY FOR A THREE-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT
The royal's program will take him to some 

of Rio de Janeiro's most famous landmarks as he 
fl ies the fl ag for the UK in the region on behalf 
of the government.

Highlights of the visit include Harry playing 
beach volleyball on a city centre beach with the 
help of a female instructor tomorrow.

The prince will also play in a fundraising 
polo match on Sunday in aid of his Africa-based 
charity Sentebale which helps disadvantaged 
children in Lesotho.

The royal will be greeted informally when he 
arrives at the airport later today and will retire for 
much of the day after his overnight fl ight before 

launching the "Great" initiative.
The project aims to promote the UK across 

the globe using the interest generated from the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee and the London 2012 
Olympics.

Rio's famous Sugar Loaf mountain is the 
venue for the event, and at its base the prince will 
experience some of Brazil's famous cultural exports 
such as Samba, before travelling by cable car to the 
top for the event showcasing British talent, culture 
and business, where he will give a speech.

Harry is travelling from Jamaica, which was 
the fi nal stop in his Diamond Jubilee tour in honour 
of his grandmother the Queen.
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First murder in a decade
EASTERN CARIBBEAN CENTRAL BANK

V A C A N C Y

Systems Analyst I, Management Information Systems 
Department

Suitably qualifi ed citizens of member territories of the Eastern Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) are invited to apply to fi ll the post of Systems Analyst I, Management 
Information Systems Department (MISD), at the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, 
headquartered in Basseterre, St Kitts.  The successful candidate will be based in St 
Kitts.  All applicants must complete the ECCB Employment application form which is 
available on the ECCB Website (www.eccb-centralbank.org) or at the ECCB’s Offi  ce 
in the respective territories.  

APPLICANTS MUST HAVE:
A fi rst degree in Computer Science or Information Systems related fi eld.
At least  three (3) years work experience as a Systems Analyst including one (1) 
year experience in any two (2) of the following:

Windows Server 2003/2008 Administration
VMware Administration and Maintenance
Network Administration
Firewall Administration
Intrusion Detection/Prevention Systems

Certification in MCSA, MCSE, Security+, CCNA, Network+ and A+ would 
be considered assets.

APPLICANTS SHOULD ALSO HAVE: 
A highly positive attitude
Eff ective oral and written communication skills;
A high level of interest, motivation, initiative and maturity
The ability to be fl exible, multi task and meet multiple deadlines; 
Excellent problem solving and analytical thinking skills;
The ability to learn quickly on-the-job and adapt to a high paced and dynamic 
environment;
The ability to work on own initiative and eff ectively function as part of a team.

DUTIES
The selected candidate will be directly responsible to the Senior Director, MISD, for 
the proper performance of his/her duties, which will include:

Maintaining network devices which entails server maintenance, web server 1. 
security, fi rewall administration and VPN device administration;
Monitoring the network, administering and  maintaining anti-virus system; 2. 
Providing end user support relating to the Bank’s application software, desktop 3. 
and network support as required:
Providing Video Conference Support;4. 
Maintaining the local area network;5. 
Any other related duties which may be assigned.6. 

SALARY 
Salary will be commensurate with qualifi cations and experience.

The following documents must be submitted:
Employment application form
Curriculum vitae
Two (2)  recent original letters of reference
Certifi ed  copies of all certifi cates
Offi  cial transcripts where applicable

The application form and supporting documents must be sent to:
    Systems Analyst Employment Application 

Human Resource Department
Eastern Caribbean Central Bank
P O Box 89
Bird Rock
BASSETERRE
St Kitts

To reach no later than 30 MARCH 2012

Notes: 1. Only candidates shortlisted for the selection process will be  
 contacted;

 2.  Applicants may enquire of the Human Resource Department to 
ascertain receipt of applications;

 3.  Shortlisted candidates will be required to undertake various  
 assessments.

instruments in the Emer-
ald Community Singers 
group.

Restraining order 
against Jones.

The police has said in 
the release: “We are con-
vinced that there was a 
single suspect involved in 
the incident. Police inves-
tigations are continuing 
and the assistance of the 
general public is greatly 
solicited.”

The Commissioner 
wrote on March 6: “I will 
assure you that the police 

will thoroughly investigate 
this and all other inci-
dent. The investigation is 
ongoing and you will be 
updated as and when 
necessary.” 

There have been 
varying reports that this 
charge of murder is the 
fi rst since 2008, but sourc-
es confi rmed that is the 
first in ten years since 
2002 August when the ac-
cused of the death of Sim-
eon Sealy was convicted 
and is still serving sen-
tence for the crime. Within 
the past twenty years 

there have been reports 
of suspicious deaths, but 
no charges of murder 
had been laid. There was 
one such deaths in 2008 
and while the police had 
suspects, no charge was 
brought as police claimed 
they insuffi cient evidence 
to prosecute anyone.

In the current mat-
ter, legal sources have 
pointed out that although 
the Police have charged 
Jones, they will still have 
to prove beyond a reason-
able doubt he committed 
the crime.

cont’d. from page 1

Paul Morris now calls 
for ‘radical’ difference in 

policing on Montserrat
The Deputy Commis-

sioner of Police (DCoP) 
Paul Morris sat with the 
Commissioner Steve Fos-
ter on Wednesday night in 
dialogue with the public as 
they sought to react to Gov-
ernor Davis’ “determination 
to change the police force 
so that the community has 
some confi dence.” 

Morris who tendered 
his resignation after three 
months a few weeks ago, 
was appointed DCoP in 
2008, and was given the 
responsibility during his 
tenure for the overall admin-
istration of the RMPS to in-
clude training, development 
and budget, after having 
previously served a four-
year stint as Superintendent 
of Police from 2000-2004, 
was expressing failure of his 
own service. 

“…we’re fogging the 
issue slightly by not do-
ing that analysis and not 
thinking what is different 
now, how can we do things 
differently, and there is no 
doubt in my mind that we 
as a police service have to 
do things radically different 
than we’ve always done…” 
the Deputy said, adding, “we 
have got to change our ways 
and we’ve got to change it as 
of yesterday…”

The Governor’s call 
for the change came after 
the police themselves put 
out claims of an escalation 
in criminal activities in the 

island. The Governor called 
for Overseas Territories as-
sistance in carrying out what 
seemed to have been part of 
a full scale investigation into 
the activities and conduct of 
the police. While reiterat-
ing his disappointment in 
people who are not prepared 
to give information, he said 
the police do need to treat 
information from the pub-
lic confi dentially and with 
respect, “otherwise it’s all 
self-defeating.”  

On that matter Mor-

ris who gave no reasons 
with his resignation, is sug-
gesting that the police may 
even resort to paying for 
information. “We have to 
look at using informants 
in a structured manner and 
if need be pay people for 
information.”

Meanwhile former Chief 
Minister P Austin Bramble 
speaking at the forum says 
that a lot more will have to 
be done beyond the rhetoric 

Former Deputy Commissioner Paul Morris

cont’d. on page 6
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Acts of Gratitude
The sufferings of this present 

time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to 
us. - Romans 8:18 (NRSV)

Several years ago my wife and I 
were given a small, nondescript and 
humble-looking plant called a Lenten 
rose. We set it outside near our house 
and watered it occasionally. As winter 
approached, we inquired whether it 
should be transplanted, perhaps taken 
indoors. We were advised to leave it 
alone, that it would survive. And it did, 
the foliage remaining green through the 
winter. When the season of Lent arrived, 
the plant began to perk up and blossoms 
appeared. It then began to bloom with 
bright, pinkish flowers much earlier 
than other flowering plants. It did this 

consistently as Easter approached, its 
blossoms and foliage always full and 
beautiful.

We have come to see this as a 
reminder of the hope we have in Christ. 
We go through trials, temptations, 
sicknesses, and storms that could 
destroy us. But they do not. Each 
Lent offers us an opportunity to focus 
on the sacrifice of Christ for the sins 
of the world. This contemplation and 
meditation ultimately bear the “fruit” 
of appreciating the true meaning of 
what God’s love has given us — the 
promise of a glorious resurrection, life 
in Christ, and the gifts that we celebrate 
on Easter Sunday. Like the Lenten 
rose, we slowly but surely mature into 
fullness of life.

Our Scripture Verse TodayOur Scripture Verse Today
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 E D I T O R I A L

Governor Adrian Davis at his last monthly press conference in 
February said that there will be changes within the Royal Montserrat 
Police Service. He was expected to give details of the report emanat-
ing from the police internal investigation completed by visiting police 
offi cials from Bermuda and the Cayman Islands.

Before he made the statement he was also fi elding questions from 
the press about the resignation of Deputy Commissioner Paul Morris, 
that had just been announced days before. H.E had also hinted that 
there were other investigations or studies taking place regarding the 
police service. 

Today and for some time the police leadership has stepped up its 
appeal for the public to give greater assistance by way of information 
in their attempt to capture law breakers and solve crimes. 

Within the past few years the police have been training its comple-
ment of recruits and have been applauded for so doing. But just before 
this, the service (force then) began losing their young offi cers, the 
brighter ones and no ‘real’ or credible reasons were forthcoming for 
this. Meanwhile it seemed morale slipped and in addition to that there 
developed several serious reports of crimes which have remained un-
solved. It also seemed that the police were losing most of their cases 
in court. This they blamed on lawyers and even jurors at times.

At the same time offi cials even when their goals seemed good, 
became corrupt in their own desires and their motives, losing their 
way when they couldn’t see or wouldn’t listen when it is suggested 
they were going down the wrong road. 

In the meantime HMG had muffl ed our political directorate when 
they got the Overseas Territories to agree they would not interfere in 
judicial matters. That deserves some discussion, but suffi ce to say, 
that we who were never guilty of any such matters, asked no ques-
tions and have suffered as a result. Signing on may have been pru-
dent, but certainly it should not mean forsaking your people and say 
nothing when they may be wronged. It is costing from our allocations 
and weakens our position of negotiations. The result certain actions 
took place aided and abetted by own offi cials diluting the whatever 
strengths we held. 

When the police quickly moved into top gear and refused to speak 
to, or communicate with The Montserrat Reporter(TMR), expecting 
that we should listen to ZJB radio, who themselves complain, repeat 
the little the police feed them, can they seriously expect the respect of 
the people. TMR never stopped making the case, but when the head 
begins to rot going to the top, it is only a matter of time before the 
whole begins to decay. 

It is not surprising but it is strange listening to the deputy tell the 
people that “by not doing that analysis and not thinking what is dif-
ferent now, how can we do things differently,” now that he is leaving 
the post after three plus years. This must be an admission that should 
not go unnoticed. It is quite symptomatic of the deeper problem.

Former chief minister Austin Bramble is calling for the same thing. 
He is echoing the call of many others but he like the others are calling 
for more than merely doing an analysis. They speak of going deep. 
The study that the Governor and his consultants are carrying out 
need to be much more informed than they appear to be. That kind of 
information seeking will truly provide the opportunity for a newness 
that will be meaningful. 

We hear much talk of community policing. The RMPF in 2003 won 
the regional Motorola Award for community policing and placed 2nd 
in 2005. We hear of it all the time but where is the beef. Its lacking 
in moral integrity.

A STUDY OF ISLE’S BAY BEACH 
- RELATING TO SAND MINING

COASTAL CARE
By Katie Peek and Rob 
Young, 

Program for the Study of 
Developed Shorelines / Western 
Carolina University

Isles Bay Beach is a small, 
embayed beach located on the 
western s ide of the Car ib-
bean Is land of Montserrat. 
This mountainous island is a 
British oversees territory, less 
than 20 square miles in area 
and dominated primarily by the 
Soufriere Hill Volcano. In 1995, 
the volcano began to erupt for 
the first time in recorded his-
tory, spewing ash and deadly 
pyroclastic flows directly on 
the capital of Plymouth, south 
of Isles Bay. Because the vol-
cano continues to be active, 
the southern part of the island 
surrounding the volcano has 
been deemed an “exclusion 
zone” (See Map). These erup-
tions have forced over half of 
the population to relocate to 
other countries, primarily the 
United Kingdom.

Isles Bay Beach is located 
at the mouth of the Belham 
River, which runs west down 
from Soufriere Hills Volcano. 
Although the river is often no 
more than a trickle, the valley 
has been the recipient of sig-
nificant volcanic debris flows 
since the eruptions began. In 
fact, the valley has more than 
doubled in width since 1995, 
with sediment flows covering 
many properties, including the 
island’s golf course.

As a result of the contin-
ued eruptions, the island has a 
large resource of volcanic sand 
located inland of the coast. The 

mining and exportation of this 
sand has steadily increased over 
the past 15 years. Originally, 
the sand mining was predomi-
nantly along the eastern, less 
populated side of the island, 
near the town of Trants. An 
eruption in 2010 covered this 
region with fresh pyroclastic 
material, destroying equipment 
and roads, and forcing the sand 
mining companies to look for 
another location. Recently, the 
sand mining has moved to the 
Belham Valley on the western 
side of the island.

… the current plan to ex-
port sand through the construc-
t ion of  new infrastructure 
along one of the most pristine, 
undeveloped beaches in the 
Caribbean, is not the answer…

—Kat ie  Peek  and  Rob 
Young 

The sand mined in Belham 
Valley is transported over 10 
miles north to Little Bay, the 
location of the only viable pier 
(jetty) outside of the exclu-
sion zone. The transport of 
this material by truck through 
Montserrat has caused much 
concern within the community, 
due to the noise, pollution, and 
the wear and tear on small 
residential roads. Therefore, 
the government is entertaining 
the option of building a new 
pier ( jetty) for shipping the 
mined sand much closer to the 
source on the south end of Isles 
Bay Beach, just down Belham 
Valley.

This proposal has been 
criticized by property owners 
on the flanks of the Belham 
Valley, in the communities of 
Old Towne and Isles Bay Hill. 
Although a pier on Isles Bay 
Beach would e l iminate the 

need to truck the sand across 
Montserrat, there is concern 
about the impacts the pier could 
have on the beach and coastal 
zone of Isles Bay.

The beach is currently 
used by fisherman, used as a 
recreational resource for the 
people of Montserrat, as well 
as a nesting beach for hawksbill 
turtles. Construction of this 
pier and an access road along 
the beach could potential ly 
cause harm to the natural en-
vironment.

A recent Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) of the 
mining activities was completed 
at the request of the Govern-
ment of Montserrat. The EIA 
raises s ignif icant concerns 
about the impact that vehicu-
lar traffic will have on turtle 
nesting along the beach. This 
alone would kill the project in 
most places. Unfortunately, 
the EIA does not address the 
potential impacts that the new 
pier (jetty) will have on coastal 
process or nearshore habitat. 
The beach protects significant 
wetland ecosystems just land-
ward of the sandy berm.

We have always advocated 
for the use of inland sources of 
sand in the Caribbean, and the 
Island of Montserrat has good 
sand. We hope that all parties 
can work together to find an 
organized approach to exploit-
ing the resource that is sustain-
able, environmentally friendly, 
and economically rewarding.

We fear that the current 
plan to export the sand through 
the construction of new infra-
structure along one of the most 
pristine, undeveloped beaches 
in the Caribbean is not the 
answer.

It requires a lot when 
you lack moral intergrity
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ECCB GOVERNOR DELIVERS 2011 ECCU REPORT

The Honourable Sir K Dwight 
Venner delivered a presenta-
tion via teleconference from the 
Eastern Caribbean Currency Bank 
(ECCB) headquarters in St. Kitts-
Nevis, his 2011 report on the 
Eastern Caribbean Currency Union 
(ECCU).

The Governor in welcoming 
members from eight OECS territo-
ries reminded: “we meet at a time 
of considerable uncertainty in the 
global economy, a time when we 
are confronted with major chal-
lenges but also with unique oppor-
tunities to adjust and transform 
our economies into competitive 
self-sustaining entities.”

He set out to identify some 
of the major issues at the inter-
national, regional and national 
levels which have affected, and 
will continue to affect the develop-
ment of our economies, thereafter 
discussing a “response to the chal-
lenges and set out a framework 
for addressing the long-run growth 
and development prospects for our 
countries in a rapidly changing 
environment.”

These he said, emanated 
from, “The global economy to 
which the fate of our economies is 
intimately linked has been severely 
impacted by: 

1. The 2008-2009 fi-

nancial crisis which originated in 
the fi nancial sector of the United 
States; 

2. A prolonged decline in 
demand triggered by low rates of 
growth, high levels of unemploy-
ment and sovereign debt, fi scal 
imbalances and fi nancial sector 
fragility experienced by the United 
States, the United Kingdom, 
Japan, and the European Union;  

3. Dramatic upheavals in 
the socio-political climate of the 
Arab Spring in which waves of 
protest in the Middle East by a 
younger generation have seen the 
overthrow of several authoritarian 
regimes and continued pressure 

on others to accept democratic 
principles and institutions.”

He said that it was in the 
midst of this economic and fi-
nancial turbulence which has led 
to political and social unrest in 
the advanced countries, one can 
observe some emerging changes 
in the rest of the world. He out-
lined the changes concluding that 
“such factors will continue to 
affect the development of our 
economies, governance structures 
and societies.”

“Such factors will continue 
to affect the development of our 
economies, governance structures 
and societies,” he said.

The Governor, while he did 
not report doom and gloom, noted 
“with interest”, “that while the 
countries of the ECCU are histori-
cally and economically linked to 

the advanced countries, they are 
not in the category of countries 
identifi ed as potential growth ar-
eas because of their small size and 
lack of valuable commodities.

“The performance of our 
economies over the last three 
years clearly illustrates this fact.  
The region as a whole, that is the 
CARICOM, did not perform well.  
To quote a recent paper by the 
IMF "The region was growing less 
on average before the crisis, was 
impacted more during the crisis, 
and has recovered less after the 
crisis."  With respect to the ECCU 
countries, another fi nding of the 
IMF was that they have been 
disaster-prone with more than 
half of their output fl uctuations 
attributed to external and climatic 
shocks. 

“Although the performance 

of the ECCU economies over the 
past year has seen an easing in 
economic contraction, the fact 
remains that these economies 
have remained in recession over 
the last three (3) years.”

 He reported that economic 
activity contracted by 5.7 and 2.2 
per cent in 2009 and 2010 respec-
tively, followed by a decline of 0.6 
per cent in 2011. It showed that 
unemployment rates and poverty 
levels would have been negatively 
affected. The tourism sector per-
formed slightly better than in the 
previous year with growth of 4.6 
per cent being recorded but still 
remaining below pre-crisis levels. 
Construction activity remained 
low, contracting by 5.6 per cent, 
as public sector capital projects 
and private sector activity slowed. 
Output in the banana industry was 
severely impacted by unfavour-
able weather conditions which 
resulted in a fall of 76.6 per cent 
in banana receipts in 2011.  The 
performance of the   manufactur-
ing sector was also poor with a 
1.0 per cent contraction in growth 
being recorded.

He reported no change in the 
insurance sector while the issue of 
the CLICO and BAICO insurance 
companies remains. “Both have 
been put under judicial manage-
ment and solutions are being 
worked out through the continu-
ing efforts of the ECCU member 
governments and in discussions 
with the governments of Trinidad 
and Tobago and Barbados,” he 
reported. Meanwhile, “the credit 
union sector also has its issues 
related to the exposure of several 
institutions to CLICO and BAICO 
and governance and fi nancial chal-
lenges at others.”

The performance of the 
governments' revenue in the past 
three (3) years shows a gradual 
improvement and in 2011 a 4.4 

GAS PRICES AT THE 
PUMP ESCALATING

CHANGE IN POLICING
of the police to stem the situ-
ation as described regarding 
crime on the island, calling 
for a thorough examination 
of where we were and where 
we are now…

Within the last six (6) 
weeks reports have circulat-
ed of alleged sexual assaults, 
robberies and attempted 
robberies and recently suspi-
cious deaths, and from the 
end of last year even alleged 
assaults by police and others. 
Both the DCoP and more 
recently the CoP have been 
making statements on radio 
calling on the public to as-
sist with information on the 
various crimes.

There are questions 
about the claims of esca-
lation in crime. Spate of 
burglaries in the earlier part 
of last year. It is believed by 
some observers that in the 

Earlier this week ZJB 
reported that motorists was 
again facing an increase in 
the price of gasoline since 
the start of 2012. 

The petrol price is 
now at $16.45 up by more 
than a dollar from $15.37, 
while the price of diesel had 
dropped from $16.03 a gal-
lon in February to $15.85.

The cause of the in-

crease is said to be from 
a combination of reasons 
including Euro debt cocer-
ns, global politics and the 
speculation that oil prices 
are increasing, now trading 
at US%105.00 per barrel.

Motorist are again 
facing an increase in the 
price of gasoline at the 
pumps with further jump 
in the price a gallon up 

from $15.37 in February the 
price of diesel has however 
dropped from $16.03 a gal-
lon in February to $15.85 
today. The cause of the 
latest climb in fuel prices 
is said to be a combination 
of reasons including …the 
Euro death concerns, global 
politics and speculation 
that oil is now trading at 
US$105.00 per barrel.

absence of statistics, they 
question if there is really an 
escalation, the promotion 
of which may be unduly 
damaging the islands repu-
tation.

cont’d. from page 3

cont’d. on page 6
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STANFORD - HIGHLIVING FINANCIER GUILTY ON 13 COUNTS

2011 ECCU report
per cent increase was recorded 
following growth of 1.5 per cent 
in 2010 and a contraction of 8.0 
per cent in 2009. With respect to 
governments' expenditure, there 
has been an attempt to contain 
it but this has not been an easy 
task in light of the crisis. Over 
the year the debt to GDP ratio 
remained virtually unchanged at 
83.4 per cent.  

The ECCU trade balance 
widened by 3.0 per cent in 2011, 
while there was a decline in the 
overall balance of payments.”

At the end of his presenta-
tion the Venner fi elded two ques-
tions from the each territory in 
two rounds.

In Montserrat an almost 
packed room at the ECCB agency 
office hosted several members 
from a cross section including 
press representatives of people 

connected to the fi nancial world 
of Montserrat.

This brings us to the major 
issue which we face - the strategy 
for the fundamental restructuring 
of the economies to address the 
long-run growth and development 
issues.  

Going forward, the Governor 

said that the fi rst order of business 
is to have consensus on what kind 
of economies we would like to aim 
at and have progressed toward by 
2020, the timeframe envisaged 
for substantial achievement of our 
development objectives.

See full report at www.
themontserratreport.com

AUCTION NOTICE
REGISTRATION SECTION
MONGO HILL

BLOCK          PARCEL
14/22           077

Instructed by the St Patrick’s Co-operative Credit Union, I shall sell by PUBLIC AUCTION on Wednesday the 21st day of December 2011 at 10:00a.m. the above property located at Mongo Hill. 

 The Land Registry of the Department of Land & Surveys has fi led a survey indicating that the size if the subject property is 12,196 sq ft in area or 0.28 acres.

The property is located in an area that is in an residential and agricultural village area that has developed since the volcanic crisis as an expansion of the Barzey’s and Collins Ghaut area.  The area is predominantly used as a residential development area away from the major road network that offers desirable characteristics that make the area highly desirable for development.  The location is high above sea level under the center Hills and not only provides very exciting views of the surrounding areas but also receives high levels of rainfall that is conducive to backyard gardening. 

Details of the Auction may be obtained from Cassell & Lewis, Tel: 1 664 491 2136/ 1 664 493 2136

Dated the 2nd day of December 2011

AUCTION NOTICE

REGISTRATION SECTION
ST. PETER’S

BLOCK          PARCEL
13/3               104

Instructed by the St. Patrick’s 
Co-opera  ve Credit Union, 
the law firm of Brandt & 
Associates will sell by PUBLIC 
AUCTION on Wednesday 
the 14th day of March 2012 
at 10:00 a.m. the above 
property located at Brades 
Hill in a commercial and 
local residen  al area.

The subject property con-
sists of 11,326 sq. ft. of 
good residential land or 
0.26 acres.  The area is 
predominantly used as a 
commercial and residen  al 
development area.  It is 
bounded on the north and 
west by developed property 
and a paved road and on the 
east and south by a water 
course.  

The Auction shall be held 
on site.   

Details of the auc  on may 
be obtained from BRANDT 
& ASSOCIATES, #4 Farara 
Plaza, Brades, Montserrat, 
Tel: 1-664-491-2429/2339.

Dated the 23 rd day of 
February, 2012.

David S. Brandt
Brandt & Associates

Calgary Herald:
R. Allen Stanford, left, was 

found guilty of conspiracy and 
fraud charges by a federal jury on 
Tuesday for leading a $7-billion 
Ponzi scheme from his offshore 
bank in Antigua.

R. Allen Stanford was con-
victed Tuesday of running a $7-bil-
lion Ponzi scheme, a verdict that 
caps a riches-to-rags trajectory 
for the former Texas fi nancier and 
Caribbean playboy.

It was a vindication for the 
U.S. government, which closed 
down Stanford's fi nancial empire 
in February 2009, but had failed 
for years to address signs that 
the business was built on air. The 
Stanford case was the biggest 
investment fraud since Bernard 
Madoff's.

Stanford was found guilty 
on 13 counts of a 14-count crimi-
nal indictment, including fraud, 
conspiracy and obstructing an 
investigation by the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Com-mission. 
He was found not guilty on one 
count of wire fraud. The charges 
carry a possible prison sentence of 
nearly 20 years.

As Stanford, 61, was led out 

February 2009.
Left with no money, Stan-

ford was declared indigent by the 
court and his defence was paid for 
with public funds.

to three criminal counts.
Stanford's lawyers portrayed 

their client as a visionary who was 
not involved in his firm's daily 
activities.

cont’d. from page 5

Ponzi scheme was worth as much as $7B

SPCCU HOLDS ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING, URGED TO INVEST IN SHARES

The Premier and Chairman 
of the Eastern Caribbean Central 
Bank, Monetary Council the 
Honourable Rueben Meade urged 
members of the St Patrick Co-
operative Credit Union (SPCCU) 
to select competent persons to 
manage the fi nancial institution. 
“Select people who you will trust 
to manage your money properly so 
you can get your money back.”

The premier was speak-
ing at the 42nd Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) held after three 
years at the Credit Union House 
on Wednesday, February 29, 
2012.  Meade also cautioned the 
nominees to take their responsi-
bilities seriously. “...I say this to 
those who will be nominated and 
accept the positions. You can be 
taken to court for bad decisions 
which put the institution at risk. 
Let us bear that in mind. You can 
also lose your house and other 
assets because you put the insti-
tution at risk.

 Members were encour-
aged to transfer some of their 
savings into permanent share 
in order to maintain a minimum 
capital adequacy ratio. “There is a 
need for capital adequacy ratios. 
All indigenous banks require a 
minimum capital adequacy ratio. 
He urged the members to invest 
some element of their share into 
permanent shares.  “...you need to 
transfer from those shares some 
element to permanent shares, 
which mean that you maintain a 
stake with your own institution. 
It means that you would meet 
the capital adequacy ratio much 
more readily and provide for us 

who monitor at a higher level at 
the monetary council level some 
indications that your credit union 
is being managed properly.”

“Persons may believe SPCU 
is in a bad state...you are not 
the worst credit union within the 
sub region. Montserrat is taking 
the lead in ensuring that we do 
the right thing on behalf of the 
people,” said the premier. 

Caribbean Conference of 
Credit Union (CCCU) president,  
Mr. Melvin Edwards echoed 
the sentiments of the Premier. 
He urged members to purchase 
shares in SPCCU. He told the 
AGM attendees, the credit Union 
is rebounding and need the urgent 
support of the society. “It is not 
enough for each of us to be mem-
bers of this Credit Union over the 
past 55 years and to say all the 
beautiful things about the credit 
union and we only have fi ve dol-
lars at risk in the Credit Union… 
We have to press a permanent 
share campaign which means the 
base of the credit union would 
become stronger… If we seriously 
need to strengthen and grow the 
credit union, this is the call.” 

He highlighted a few steps 
that were taken over the past six 
months in an effort to stabilised 
the SPCCU Edwards explained, 
“...The programme we have start-
ed is a stabilization and recovery 
programme out of which we are 
seeking to simply bring the Credit 
Union back to normal especially in 
terms of its liquidity, liquid cash, 
its capital base, and of course, 
profi tability. So that it can resume 
investing back in itself. In terms 
of reserves and retained earnings. 
So it can return dividends back 
to you beyond just loans and 
insurance. 

Registrar of Cooperatives, 
Miss Dulcie James told the AGM 
that the collapse of Colonial Life 
Insurance Co. (CLICO) and British 
American Insurance Co. (BAICO) 
impacted the economies of the 
Eastern Caribbean. “The failures 
of these two entities have had a 
negative impact on Montserrat 
and on the Economies of the 
Eastern Caribbean,” she told the 
meeting.

A new board of directors 

was elected to manage the affairs 
of the institution. The new board 
of directors include Steadroy 
Meade, Denzil West, Herman 
Sergeant, Anne Thomas, Philip 
Mulcare, Dr. Sheron Burns and 
Rudolph Christopher.

Ateshia Lewis, Delmaude 
Ryan, Marsha Meade and Irene 
Sweeney were elected for the 
Supervisory and compliance com-
mittee. While, Keithly Chambers, 
Yvonelle Jeffers and Maureen 
Estwick were elected to serve on 
the Credit Committee.

Stanford's defence attorney Ali 
Fazel. "We do expect an appeal."

He said he expects sentenc-
ing in several months.

The verdict came less than a 
day after the Houston federal jury 
said it could not reach a decision, 
and U.S. District Judge David 
Hittner instructed jurors to keep 
deliberating.

Still, the verdict may prove 
only a moral victory for Stan-ford's 
victims. Most have received none 
of the money back they invested 
in Stanford's certifi cates of de-
posit.

"For all the investors I think 
there is a sense of relief that they 
weren't just fools," said Cassie 
Wilkinson, a Houston investor in 
Stanford funds who attended the 
six-week trial.

"There was a jury of 12 
people who found the same thing 
- that we were just conned."

Stanford's unravelling was 
one of the most closely watched 
fraud cases since Mad-off's. Ma-
doff, 73, pleaded guilty in 2009 
to orchestrating what prosecutors 
have called a $64.8-billion Ponzi 
scheme. He is serving a 150-year 
prison sentence.

The guilty verdict did not end 
the case. The jury returned to the 
courtroom on Tuesday to consider 
the government's demand that 
more than $300 million in assets 
tied to Stanford be forfeited.

The money, which has been 
frozen, is held in more than 30 bank 
accounts in Geneva, the United 
Kingdom and Canada in the names 
of Stanford and other entities, ac-
cording to the government.

"Every single dollar that the 
U.S. is seeking to forfeit is CD 
depositor money that stems from 
Mr. Stanford's crimes and belongs 
to the victims of his crimes," 
prosecutor An-drew Warren said 
in opening statements.

Stanford's personal fortune 
was once valued at $2.2 billion. 
At trial, prosecutors told how 
he repeatedly raided the bank 
he owned in Antigua, Stanford 
International Bank, using it as his 
"personal ATM."

He bought a castle in Florida 
for one of his girl-friends and his 
oldest daughter lived in a million-
dollar condominium in Houston. He 
wore custom-made suits, lived in 
luxury homes and on a yacht in the 
Caribbean and bankrolled a $20-
million prize for an international 
cricket tournament.

The government's star wit-
ness, former Stanford aide James 
Davis, testifi ed he and Stanford 
faked documents and made up 
fi nancial reports to calm investors 
and fool regulators. They funnelled 
millions of dollars from Stanford 
International Bank to a secret 
Swiss bank account that Stan-ford 
tapped for his personal use, Davis 
testifi ed.

Davis, 63, has pleaded guilty 

They blamed Davis for any 
fraud and argued that Stanford's 
businesses were viable until the 
government shut down Stanford 
Financial Group in Houston in 

of the courtroom 
after the verdict, 
he touched his 
fist to his heart 
and  looked  at 
the bench where 
his mother and 
two daughters 
sat. He has been 
jailed since his 
June 2009 ar-
rest. "We're dis-
appointed in the 
outcome," said 
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Look Out Primary School has new 
Valentine Prince and Princess

Kaylia Cun-
n i n g h a m  o f 
Grade Three was 
crowned Princess 
and her classmate 
Ronaldo Meade 
crowned Pr ince 
of the Look Out 
Pr imary School 

eleventh Valentine’s Day 
Prince and Princess Show 
held at the Look Out Pri-
mary School on Valentine 
Day. Several Persons in-
cluding parents, Ministry 
of Education officials and 
members of the community 
came out to the Valentine 

treat.
Kaylia and Ronaldo 

captured the crown ahead 
of 12 other contestants 
ranging from Kindergarten 
to grade six. The valentine 
Prince and Princess both 
wowed the crowd with 
their talent and introduc-

tory speeches. It was no 
surprise when they were 
announced the winners of 
both segments.

Grade 6 pupils Prince 
Rahsaan Thomas and Prin-
cess Jahnataj Sweeney cap-
tured the first runner spots. 
While, Second runner up 

went to keon Trotman of 
Grade Two and Issaira Au-
gustine of Grade one.

Kindergar ten pupi l 
Donel O’Garro was the 
Mr. Photogenic and Jade 
Durrant of Grade Four 
captured the Miss Photo-
genic.
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Kids time - In your own korner

Little Piggy Peter
Piggy Peter was a greedy little Piggy. No mat-

ter how much he ate, he could never seem to 
fi ll himself up.
“But I love eating,” said Piggy Peter to his 

Mummy.
“I know you do sweetheart, but you have to 

be careful how much you eat. Too much is not 
good for you,” she replied.
Little Piggy Peter didn’t want to listen to his 

Mummy; he thought that he knew what was 
best for him. So he waited for his Mummy to 
start hoovering up in the front room, before 
going into the kitchen to fi nd something else to 
eat.
As he looked in the fridge he thought to 

himself, ‘Mmmm, that 
yoghurt looks nice. I 
wonder what sort it is.’
Without another 

thought, he gulped it 
down and quickly closed 
the fridge door. He 
checked in the mirror 
to make sure there was 
no yoghurt around his 
face, grabbed his school 
bag and ran quickly 
past his Mummy, shouting, “Bye Mummy. See 
you after school.”
Mummy Piggy looked up quickly. That was 

the quickest she had ever seen him dash off to 
school.
As soon as Piggy Peter turned the corner, he 

sat on the wall and delved into his bag again. 
Licking his lips, he stuffed a chocolate bar into 
his mouth. He knew that his school would not 
let him eat sweets, so he had to make sure he 
ate them before he got there.
Tilley Tiger and Hillary Hippo giggled as they 

walked past Piggy Peter. He could feel his face 
go red. He didn’t like it when people laughed at 
him… especially girls.

Hello everyone – It is kid’s time with Auntie Lyka “In Your Korner”. It’s now sports time. I would like to congratulate all 
of you who took part in your school’s road race. Just remember your opponent is not the enemy. He/she is your partner. 
The better they are, the more opportunity you will have to play to your potential. Think about it.

He soon began to wish he hadn’t eaten that 
last chocolate bar because just as Hillary Hippo 
turned round to look at him again, his belly 
made a huge gurgling sound. Piggy Peter could 
feel his cheeks begin to burn.
Piggy Peter soon reached the school play-

ground. Christopher Crocodile walked up to him 
and said, “OK, so where are your sweets?”
Piggy Peter could feel his knees begin to 

shake, as he replied, “I haven’t got any 
sweets…honestly!”

“What do you mean, you haven’t got any? You 
always have sweets.”
Just at that moment the head teacher, Mrs 

Panther, walked straight up to Peter and said, 
“I have just had a telephone call from your 
Mother. She has asked that you go home 
straight away.”
Christopher Crocodile sloped off to the other 

side of the playground to fi nd someone else to 
pick on.
Piggy Peter didn’t want to hang around, and 

dashed straight off home. He grabbed hold of 
his tummy and ran home as fast as he could.
As Piggy Peter ran round the corner to his 

house, he could see his mummy standing on 
the doorstep.

Pre-School Corner
Hello to you my preschool friends. This week we will look at 
COLOURING ALPHBET PICTURES. I hope you have fun. Letter A

THE FIRST CHILD TO SEND IN THE 
CORRECTCT ANSWER WINS A GIFT. 
Question: List four uses of the tongue.

QUESTION TIME

Piggy Peter ran straight past his mummy as he 
dashed to the toilet.
His mummy smiled to herself, because she 

knew exactly where Peter had to go.
A few moments later Piggy Peter appeared in 

the kitchen, still holding his tummy. “Oh Mum-
my, I’ve just had the biggest poo in the world, 
and my tummy is still hurting.” Feeling a little 
bit sorry for himself, he sat beside his mummy.
“Do you know why you have got a bad tummy 

Peter?”
Piggy Peter shook his head. He had no idea 

why he was feeling so ill.
His mummy looked at him and asked, “Well, 

do you remember eat-
ing something out of the 
fridge this morning?”
Piggy Peter was about to 

lie to his mummy, be-
cause he had been told 
not to eat any more food 
that morning. Then he 
remembered that funny 
tasting yoghurt he had 
eaten before he went to 
school.

His mummy smiled as she said, “Well, I take it 
you didn’t know you were eating a pot of home 
made mayonnaise?”
“Uuugghhhh,” squealed Piggy Peter, “I thought 

it was yoghurt.”
Little Piggy Peter felt so ashamed. He prom-

ised his mummy that, in future, he would never 
eat anything if he didn’t know what it was.
His mummy said, “I’m just glad it wasn’t 

something dangerous you ate. You should al-
ways check fi rst.”
And you know what? Little Piggy Peter kept 

his promise and never, ever, ate anything he 
wasn’t supposed to.

by Ann Johnson

Fishing
Who has caught which fi sh? Do each sum and draw a line 

to with the same number as the answer. 

Colouring Time

Star Maze-follow the stars through the  maze and colour them in.

gggg ggggggggggggggg yyyyyyyyyyyyy

See you next week right here 

In Your Own Korner. 
Where we will have fun
Kids write your stories, tell us about your-
selves. Email or post - Write to Aunty 
Lyka, at P.O. Box 306, Davy Hill, or send 
email to:  kidstime@themontserratreporter.com
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Nerissa Golden, Director of Information & Communications for the 
Government of Montserrat and Bennette Roach, Editor of The Montserrat 
Reporter attended a one-day seminar hosted and sponsored by the Carib-
bean Examination Council (CXC) headquartered in Barbados on Monday, 
March 5, 2012. The next day, Tuesday, March 6 they followed with a 
seminar for guidance counselors. Dr. V. Clarice Barnes, School psycholo-
gist and Mrs. Donnette Allen attended from Montserrat. 

At the opening and introduction phase of the seminar, a little over 
20  participants who hailed from Barbados, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago 
and the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), were told that 
the goal of the seminar was to provide journalists around the region with 
information on CXC’s products and services to enable them to better report 
on stories related to the council and its examinations.

“…just to let you know what we’re looking to accomplish as we 
go out with through the day is basically to provide you as journalist 
with information pertaining to CXC and its products and services and 
to basically empower you to better cover issues relating to CXC  and 
examinations that we offer so that when we’re writing stories about 
CXC reporting on CXC you are writing from a position of knowledge,” 
Sam Cleveland said in his opening.

Dr. Didacus Jules, CXC Registrar  notes the reasoning that, “Every 
household in the Caribbean is affected by CXC in one way or the other and 
the high-stakes nature of examinations requires that CXC communicate 
with the regional populace via the media.”

The CXC offi cials set about packing a burst of information and 
explanations, which for a great part drew interaction from a group of 
very attentive journalists. Throughout the eight-hour packed session 
the questions fl owed from the participants as the offi cials sought their 
understanding and cooperation. “Journalists and the media are therefore 
critical stakeholders to CXC in getting our messages accurately to the 
region,” more words of the CXC Registrar. 

They spoke of some of the myths and misunderstandings that 
exist amongst many to include education offi cials, teachers, students 
and parents. One such misinformation they informed,  CXC have never 
given 'distinctions' to students who successfully complete the exams at 
Grade One level.

CXC STAKEHOLDER SEMINAR FOR 
JOUNALISTS EXPLAINS PRODUCTS 
AND SERVICES, DISPELS MYTHS

This statement was met with incredulity by the journalists who 
said that year after year the reports coming to their media houses from 
their local ministry of education is that selected students have received 
the highest possible grade also called “distinctions” in particular subjects. 
Students sitting the Caribbean Secondary Education Certifi cate (CSEC) 
can receive a grading from one to six, with a grade one showing they have 
a comprehensive grasp of concepts, knowledge, skills and competencies 
in the subject area.

Cleveland Sam, the Assistant Registrar responsible for Public Ad-
ministration noted that the term “distinction”, is a left over from the “old 
awarding committees that handled Cambridge. There is no such thing as 
a Grade 1 Distinction. It never existed within CXC.”

Mrs. Sharon Giles is Head of Examination Administration Security 
(EAS) and she added a view on that issue.  “In the region we have a 
very elitist society and it was their way of saying their child was a 
cut above the others who also got a Grade one,” she said, adding, “We 
have never spoken about distinctions and historically it is not found on 
certifi cates.”

The point was also made about the phrase “CXC Certifi cate – or 
exam”. This should be Certifi cate of any of the several and varying types 

ents must be more active in the education life of 
their children especially as they prepare to take 
their external examinations from the CXC. 

The hope is that the media would assist 
in bringing the message home. The participants 
mostly welcomed the opportunity to attend 
the seminar, one senior journalist expressing 
the view on the way back to the hotel, “this 
was the most informative event of its kind,” 
he had attended.

Other presenters for the seminar were: 
Dr. Gordon N. Harewood, presenting ‘The CXC 
System of Grading; Dr. Carol Granston, Ms. 
Dianne Medford. 

The CXC boasts a vision : “To assure 
the global human resource competitiveness of 
the Caribbean through the provision of qual-
ity assurance in education and comprehensive 
certifi cation.”

The mission: To provide the region 
with: syllabuses of the highest quality; valid 
and reliable examinations and certifi cates of 
international repute for students of all ages, 
abilities and interests; services to educational 
institutions in the development of syllabuses, 
examinations and examinations’ administration, 
in the most cost-effective way.

of examinations conducted under the auspices of CXC, such as CAPE, 
CSEC, CCSLS, CVQ and more.

Besides teachers and of course students and especially parents 
featured prominently in the rank of stakeholders. The offi cials called for 
parents to play a more active role in the education life of their children so 
they can have a clearer understanding of the process and how to support 
them as they prepare for these critical examinations. They stressed, “Par-

Sam Clevland & Gordon Harewood 

Nerissa Golden

Susan Giles and Dianne Medford
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