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Today’s Scripture

Week Ending Friday, February 03, 2012

I am appointed 
for the defense 
of the gospel. 
—Philippians 1:17
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Successful 206th
Methodist Church 
Conference after 

cont’d. on page 5

For ten days the Methodist 
church in Montserrat hosted over 
125 overseas delegates who joined 
the local delegates to hold what has 
been repeatedly described as ‘suc-
cessful’ the 206th  Leeward Islands 

District of the Methodist Church 
in the Caribbean and the Americas 
(MCCA). 

The Conference convened 
under the theme “That the earth 
may be filled with the glory of God” 

a call to righteousness, justice and 
peace”.

The Conference was preceded 
by a retreat for ministers. This was 
held in accommodations offered at 

24 years
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More mountain chicken released in the east Centre Hills

The Jubilee Time Capsule: 
share your Montserrat memory 

for the Diamond Jubilee

Childhood obesity an emerging 
problem in Montserrat

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

DIVISION OF ST. THOMAS AND ST. JOHN

GLADYS UNEDA FORRESTER,     
 Petitioner, 

  vs.

PHILLIP GEORGE FORRESTER, 
   Defendant.

ACTION FOR DIVORCE
FAMILY No. ST-11-DI-0000240

S U M M O N S
To:  PHILLIP GEORGE FORRESTER
        KINSALE, MONSTERRAT

Within the time limited by law (see note below) you are hereby required to appear 
before this Court and answer to a Complaint filed against you in this action.  In case 
of your failure to appear or answer, judgment by default will be taken against you as 
demanded in the complaint, for Divorce.

Witness my hand and seal of this Court this __ day of ____, 2012.

 Zenetia H. Velazquez, Esquire
Clerk of the Court

  
Jennifer Jones, Esq.

Law Offices of Jennifer Jones
9003 Havensight Mall, Ste. 319

St. Thomas, VI  00802

Note: The Defendant, if served by publication, is required to file his answer or 
other responsive pleading with the Clerk of this Court and to serve a copy thereof upon 
the attorney for the plaintiff within thirty (30) days after the completion of the period 
of publication or personal service outside of the jurisdiction.

One Sergeant charged 
in the OngOing pOlice 

miScOnduct inveStigatiOnS

cont’d. on page 6

cont’d. on page 5

Montserratians are being 
called upon to share their memo-
ries of the past 60 years with the 
Jubilee Time Capsule.

Following the announcement 
that Prince Edward and the Count-
ess of Wessex will visit Montserrat 
on March 2, 2012 and the state-
ment by His Excellency, Governor 
Adrian Davis that “we ought 
to have a Montserrat beacon”, 
the Jubilee Time Capsule offers 
Montserratians the opportunity 
to play their part in the Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations. 

The Jubilee Time Capsule 
is an innovative digital Diamond 
Jubilee initiative from the Royal 

Commonwealth Society. It is an 
online time capsule that will chart 
the 60 years of Her Majesty’s reign 
and will be gifted to The Queen 
following the Diamond Jubilee 
weekend in June.

As a British Overseas Ter-
ritory, the Royal Commonwealth 
Society is very eager that Montser-
ratians are given the opportunity to 
take part in the Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations and be represented in 
the Jubilee Time Capsule.

Perhaps you remember Elton 
John recording in the Montserrat 
Studios in the 1980s? Experienced 
the devastation of Hurricane Hugo 
in 1989? Or witnessed The Prin-

cess Royal opening the island’s 
new airport in 2005?

Alternatively, perhaps you 
have a personal memory, about 
daily life in Montserrat that you 
would like to share? Whatever 
your memory, this is your chance to 
share your story with The Queen!

To take part, simply visit 
www.jubileetimecapsule.org, sign 
up, pick your date and tell your 
story.  

The Royal Commonwealth 
Society is also accepting offline 
contributions. Offline entries can be 
sent to: Jubilee Time Capsule, 25 
Northumberland Avenue,London, 
WC2N 5AP, UK.

The Ministry of Health as one 
of the Ministry’s objectives in the 
2011-2012 Operational Plan is to 
strengthen the Maternal and Child 
Health Program through enhanced 
strategies to address childhood 
obesity by March, 2012.  

This is the word coming from 
the Ministry as it expresses con-
cern that, “Childhood obesity and 
overweight is an emerging problem 
in Montserrat”. In a release on 
the issue of Childhood Obesity, it 
says, “Due to the rising prevalence 
of obesity in children and its many 
adverse health effects it is being 
recognized as a serious public 
health concern.”

To address this problem 
the Ministry reports that it has 

begun a programme on January 
23 with 66 children seen at Look 
Out Primary School, and 61 at 
Brades Primary on the January 
25. St Augustine Primary School 
and Lighthouse Academy are yet 
to consent for the exercise to 
be conducted at their respective 
school.

The statement explains, 
“Childhood obesity as a condition 
where excess body fat negatively 
affects a child's health or wellbe-
ing. As methods to determine 
body fat directly are difficult, the 
diagnosis of obesity is often based 
on Basic metabolic rate (BMI).”

It further explains, “the first 
problems to occur in obese chil-
dren are usually emotional or 

psychological. Childhood obesity 
however can also lead to life-
threatening conditions including 
diabetes, high blood pressure, and 
heart disease, sleeping problems, 
cancer and other disorders. It is 
the Ministry’s goal to address 
obesity and detect as early as pos-
sible and correct any correctable 
defects that are present at this 
stage of your child’s life.””

Ministry of Health, Com-
munity Nursing Manager, Violet 
Brown who issued the release 
is encouraging recognition and 
inviting, parents/guardians who 
are concerned about their child/ 
children’s weight to contact their 
District Nurse or make an appoint-
ment to see the Nutritionist.

It is not chicken, heifer – cattle, 
goat, pig or lamb, sheep or fish, it is 
the mountain chicken, one that will 
hold the attention of those who like 
to see ‘frog’s legs’ on the menu. It is 
a delicacy for those who are familiar 
with its delicate taste.

Besides its commercial and eco-
nomic value to the tourist industry 
in particular, it is considered as an 
endangered species found only in 
Dominica and Montserrat. It is for 
these reasons that there has been 
special interest in its re-introduction 
to the Montserrat Centre Hills 
mountains, following the discov-
ery of chytrid fungus in 2009, the 
Department of the Environment in 
conjunction with a team of conser-
vationists from the Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust evacuated 50 
frogs off island to Jersey, United 
Kingdom where they have been bred 

in quarantined condition.
It is thus a second batch 

of captured bred mountain 
chicken was released into the 
forest at Sweetwater ghaut 
on the evening of Thursday, 
January 26, 2012. Access 
to the area is made on the 
road beyond the football 
stadium.

Minister of Agricul-
ture and the Environment, 
Easton Taylor-Farrell told 
those gathered for the re-
leased that, “The aim of the 
breeding programme was to 
produce frog that are leg-
ible to be brought back to 
Montserrat and release when 

the environment become 
conductive to the release. 

“This pioneer project 
has resulted in invaluable 
findings that have caught 
the interest of scientists 
worldwide. This release 
programme in Montserrat 
and related research on the 
mountain chicken is essential 
not only to the survival of 
this specie but also to other 
amphibians around the world 
affected by the chytrid fun-
gus,” he explained.

Members of the me-
dia and personnel from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
international Durrell Con-

servation, local counterparts, 
for the project and Sarah Lee 
Smith, gathered at locations 
at Sweetwater ghaut to wit-
ness these gigantic amphib-
ians returned to their natural 
habitat.

Stephen Mendes who 
has been working with the 
projects involving the moun-
tain chicken welcomed the 
gathering, acknowledging 
the Minister. He told them, 
”This is one of two phases of 
release for this year and we 
do hope it will be successful. 
There are a lot of unknowns 
in this project that we are 

Reports and sources 
have indicated that Sgt. 
Ottley Laborde of the 
Royal Montserrat Police 
Service (RMPS) will face 
charges of wounding, as-
sault occasioning bodily 

harm, disorderly conduct 
and threatening language. 
These charges arise out 
the incident previously re-
ported where H E Gover-
nor Adrian Davis initiated 
a full scale investigation in 

police misconduct.
There were two of-

ficers who were imme-
diately suspended and 
put on compulsory leave 
following internal police 

Minister Farrell holds frog and prepares to release in the wild
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Pleading The Lord’s Cause
I am appointed for the defense of 

the gospel. —Philippians 1:17
Charles Finney, a 29-year-old lawyer, 

was concerned about his soul’s salvation. 
On October 10, 1821, he retreated to a 
wooded area near his home for a time of 
prayer. While there, he had a profound 
conversion experience. He wrote: “The 
Holy Spirit . . . seemed to go through me, 
body and soul. . . . Indeed it seemed to 
come in waves of liquid love.”

The next day, he met with a client who 
had come to him for legal representation. 
Finney told him: “I have a retainer from 
the Lord Jesus Christ to plead His cause 
and cannot plead yours.” He left his law 
practice and entered the ministry. Later, he 

would be used mightily of God to bring 
others to Christ.

The apostle Paul was also called 
to plead the Lord’s cause. He wrote, 
“I am appointed for the defense of the 
gospel” (Phil. 1:17). The word translated 
“defense” was used in the ancient world 
for an attorney pleading his case in a 
court of law. All believers are called to 
share the wonderful news of the saving 
grace of God. “Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
were pleading through us: we implore 
you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to 
God” (2 Cor. 5:20).

What a great privilege to be used of 
God to bring others to Christ!

Our Scripture Verse Today

Letters/Opinion
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 E D i T o r i a l

When the UK DFID Minister of State Alan Duncan visited Montserrat 
late last year, he brought good words of promise to Montserrat. 

Montserrat was in the process of preparing to present its next 
year’s budget to DFID and one must wonder if they either didn’t take 
the Minister’s words seriously, misunderstood, or they were carried 
away by them leading them perhaps into complacency.

The Premier, while the DFID budgetary talks team was briefing 
the press, was telling the country, “…the net effect is we’re not giv-
ing you anymore money, we’re not recommending giving you any 
more money,” referring to what his government was told by the DFID 
team.

Meanwhile the DFID team was explaining to the press, their state-
ment of non-committal “on the basis governments revised projec-
tions.” 

We have reported in brief terms what the team had reported, but 
here now when they were questioned on the reason for what we 
considered historic, we received the following fairly detailed explana-
tion.

“We have had a series of long and detailed discussions with the 
government of Montserrat about the expenditure projections and 
revenue projections for this financial year. We have noted that their 
current fiscal position is unsustainable and will require serious deci-
sions prioritization by cabinet and by the line ministries to balance their 
budget. Government of Montserrat has already identified a number of 
areas where we agree they can make significant cost savings during 
the next financial year,” they said.

They said that the cost savings include, a revision of our efforts to 
review the civil service pension scheme. “A actuary review of the civil 
service pension scheme will be conducted in the very near future and 
the recommendations will need to be implemented from this review 
to mitigate short and long term exposure.”

GoM have also made a series of commitments on outsourcing of 
various government activities to the private sector; and, “we are also 
recommending that they look further at their membership and payments 
to regional bodies and initiatives to ensure that these are essential and 
that they represent good value for money.” 

The team said their recommendations to GoM, “is that any savings 
that they realize during this set of reforms these set of initiatives should 
be reallocated during the financial year to their spending priorities.”

Further they said: “Given the evidence we have received from the 
government of Montserrat it seems that some of the areas they might 
want to consider for these savings should be in the areas of social 
sector in particular, housing, social welfare, education, and health,” 
adding, “we are also clear that maintenance is another area which 
deserve prioritization during the coming year.”

The state of affairs regarding the uncertainty of the budget, de-
spite the Premier, who is Minister of Finance told his colleagues that  
the UK government has shown confidence in them, because, he said, 
“we’re not getting a decline in budgetary support speaks well of the 
confidence  which they have in the government,” leaves us to figure 
that either we do not understand what the DFID team was saying or 
others didn’t remember what they said or heard. There isn’t the truth 
some where.

Minister Duncan and his now the DFID team said pretty much the 
same thing the Cayman Islands were told by the UK as they insisted 
on fiscal responsibility from the Cayman Islands. The status quo is 
no more, but it doesn’t make us beggars, nor do we have see any 
doom. Montserrat simply must do the right thing and get the support 
it needs to change the lives of its people, without everyone leaving 
to go to Britain.

creating the right climate fOr inveStment 
- nOt the higheSt freight rateS

dfid SayS, mOntSerrat iS nOt made 
tO beg - juSt debate and juStificatiOn

fari aSkS, “will barrelS 
diScOunt be available thiS year?

cont’d. on page 6

cont’d. on page 7

Dear Mr. Editor,
Please allow me some 

space to discuss an issue 
which is of great importance 
to both the Public and Pri-
vate Sector. Our combined 
efforts are necessary if we 
are to reactivate our dormant 
economy.

With the worldwide 
economy so bad and with 
Montserrat caught up in 
the mix, some of us feel 
strongly that we should do 
all we could to assist in 
growing Montserrat’s econ-
omy. The projection of a 
4% growth this year cannot 
be achieved except we all 
pull our weight-Public and 
Private sector alike.

We need to create the 
right climate for investment, 
trade and the expansion of 
our tourism sector. One very 
important ingredient in all 

this is Access. A big part in 
this would be the acquisition 
of a suitable ferry capable of 
carrying customers in com-
fort as well as adequately 
bringing the freight between 
Antigua and Montserrat. 

At the present time very 
little freight from Antigua to 
Montserrat is brought by the 
ferry. The main function of 
the ferry has been to trans-
port passengers to and from 
Antigua. 

So why doesn’t the ferry 
bring freight or even all the 
freight between Antigua and 
Montserrat? Is it because 
the current ferry was not 
designed to bring freight? 
Well, if that is so, that should 
be corrected now. We under-
stand a new ferry is being 
built for Montserrat. It would 
be smart for the design to 
take into account our freight 

requirements. 
But that would only be 

part of the equation. The 
ferry must also have compet-
itive rates. The prohibitive 
rates that existed for some 
time resulted in almost total 
rejection of using the ferry 
for freight. Complaints about 
the inability of the private 
sector to take advantage of 
the ferry to get its cargo 
moved, resulted in a recent 
review of the rates.

The new rate is EC$0.25 
per pound or EC $15.00 per 
cu.ft whichever is greater. 
So what does this change 
mean? The reduction from 
$ 0.50 to $0.25 means that 
it’s cheaper than before but 
still higher than any other 
carrier. It also means that 
if the ferry got any revenue 
at all from freight that this 
would now be reduced by 

Dr. Kato Kimbugwe is 
DFID’s representative on 
Montserrat and is primarily 
their private sector develop-
ment expert. Since 2010 DFID 
reduced their personnel  on 
island and merged into the 
Governor’s office. He was for 
the first time guest when Gov-
ernor Adrian Davis hosted 

his monthly press conference 
which had been postponed 
from the usual 2nd Wednes-
day in the month to January 
25, 2012. 

The Premier Reuben 
Meade who on occasion sits 
with the Governor at the press 
conference had been away in 
Europe attending meetings 

with another five persons from 
his Ministry. (They were at-
tending the one-day meeting, 
which precedes the annual 
EU-OCT Forum January 24 
– 26. Accompanying Premier 
Meade are Financial Secre-
tary John Skerritt, Permanent 
Secretary in the Office of 

Hi,
I was wondering if the (2) barrel minimum at $50 each, was still available for the year 

2012. It would be a great offer, especially since the "Montserrat" Anniversary is taking 
place this year. 

Anyway, thanks in advance for any info you can offer.
Fari

Is this what “doing the right thing” calls 
for? Is it possible it can be done, soon?
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Kid’s time - In your own korner

The Strange New 
Flower

In a country where there was lots of sunshine 
and blue sky a man had a very pretty garden.  
It was full of roses and daisies, tulips and lilacs, 
honeysuckle and irises, and flowering trees.  
Among them were green bushes and ferns to 
show off the color of the flowers.  All the flowers 
were very happy and pleased with themselves 
for they had heard people say how lovely they 
were.
One day the man brought home a plant from a 

far away country.  He planted it in the middle of 
his garden among the roses, tulips, and honey-
suckle.  The other flowers were shocked.  “What 
a strange flower!” they said.  “What if it brings 
us a strange sickness?  What will we do?”  They 
all moved away from it as though it had a dis-
ease.  The new flower was sad and lonely.
One little white rose saw how sad the new 

flower looked and felt bad.  She moved closer to 
it and said, “Hello.”  The new flower, which was 
pink, replied, “Hello.”
“Where do you come from?” asked the little 

rose.
“I came on a ship from a country across the 

sea,” replied the lonely flower.
“You must have had an interesting journey,” 

noted the little rose.
“Oh yes.  I saw islands and beautiful sun-

rises and other ships on the water.  We visited 
a country where they played a lot of different 
drums and danced and sang for us, and they 
had monkeys and parrots.  The people came to 
see me and said what a pretty orchid I am.”
“Ah, so you are an orchid,” the little rose re-

plied.  She had heard the man talk about or-
chids but had never seen one, and now she had 
one for a friend.
The little rose asked what a monkey and a 

parrot were because she had never seen those 
either, and the pretty pink flower explained.  

Hello everyone – It is kid’s time with Auntie Lyka “In Your Korner”. I pray you had a good week at school. Remember 
you are the world’s most valuable resource and its best hope for the future. So listen to your teachers and parents they 
only wants what is best for you. Read a book as you go along for they contain so much treasures.

Soon they became good friends and spent many 
hours talking about all the things they knew and 
had seen.  The little white rose explained to the 
pink flower about the seasons in this country 
and about the weather.  The pink flower told her 
all about the country from which she came, and 

so they both 
learned and 
grew together.  
The other 

white roses 
whispered 
about the little 
rose and the 
pink flower 
but the two 

didn’t listen and they didn’t seem to care.  The 
man soon brought other strange flowers from 
far-away lands and placed them in the garden.  
“Here you’ll be safe,” he told them as he careful-
ly planted them in soft, rich soil and gave them 
food and water.
The other flowers became worried as they saw 

how many strangers had come.  “They could 
take over the whole garden!” they cried.  “Oh 
don’t be silly!” said the little white rose.  These 
flowers will be our friends.”  So some of the 
flowers calmed down and made friends with 
their new neighbors, but others shunned them 
and moved away from them.  They whispered 
about them and sometimes pointed, which the 
little rose thought was very rude.
Some of the orchids were sad but others ig-

nored it.  They knew they had as much right to 
the rich soil and sunshine as the other flowers 
did.

Pre-School Corner
Hello to you my preschool friends. This week we 
continue to look at Matching. match the flowers with 
their shadows. I hope you are having fun. 

the first child to send in the 
correctct answer wins a gift. 
Question: List four uses of the tongue.

Question time Math Word Search Puzzle

But when the hummingbirds and bees came 
the tulips called out, “Don’t go to the orchids.  
They’re from a strange land and they might hurt 
you.”  Among the hummingbirds was one that 
the man had brought from a far-away country.  
“Don’t be silly!” he told the tulips.  “I’m from a 
different land too and I’ve given you pollen that 
made you strong, and I’ll give them pollen too!”  
The tulips drew away in shock.  They hadn’t 
known this hummingbird was different.
All the white roses had made friends with the 

new flowers because the first little white rose 
had shown them it was better that way.  They 
told the tulips, “It’s wrong for you to be so 
mean.  There’s enough soil and air and sunshine 
for all of us, and enough birds and bees too.”  
This made the tulips be quiet but they kept in-
side  their mean feelings about the new flowers 
and later they whispered more rudeness.  The 
orchids learned to ignore them, but sometimes it 
made them sad.
The garden grew and thrived and people came 

from all around to see the exotic orchids and the 
other beautiful flowers.  When the sun shone it 
gave its rays to each and every flower, and when 
the rain came it did the same.  When the breeze 
blew it touched the orchids, the roses, and every 
other blossom and the dirt was always there, of 
course, for everyone who needed it.
One day the man moved all the tulips to a far 

corner of the garden because their season had 
ended, and so the orchids were at last in peace 
among the white roses and lilacs and honey-
suckle.  The other flowers saw that the new 
flowers had not hurt them or made them sick, 
and they had not taken over the garden, and 
so they became more polite.  They shared their 
pollen with their new neighbors and the whole 
garden lived in peace.  Because it had so many 
different flowers it became the most famous 
garden in the land.

by Adrienne Foster Potter

Connect the dots and colour

Maze-help the honeybee reach the flowers

1. NOON, 2.EYE or EWE, 3. SWIMS

Answers to Palindromes Riddles

Weird but True
1. About one-quarter of the body’s bones are in the feet. 
That’s 52 out of more than 200!

2. Your skeleton has about 300 bones when you are 
born, but only 206 when you grow up.

See you next week right here 

In Your Own Korner. 
Where we will have fun
Kids write your stories, tell us about your-
selves. Email or post - Write to Aunty 
Lyka, at P.O. Box 306, Davy Hill, or send 
email to:  kidstime@themontserratreporter.com
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SucceSSful 206th cOnference...cOnt’d. frOm page 1

mOuntain chicken releaSed

Grandview Bed & Breakfast, the 
Sugar Mill and nearby villas. That 
started a service and hospitality 
accolade that echoed throughout 
the Conference as simply, “It was 
great.” This was further confirmed 
in a local report which said, the 
hospitality was deeply appreciated. 
“Visitors had their notions about life 
in Montserrat completely changed 
and many promised to return.”

The Conference began on the 
Tuesday, Jan 17 with a Conference 
Welcome Service held at the R C 

St. Patrick’s church, Lookout; a 
Flag Raising Ceremony & Confer-
ence Photograph at the Cavalla Hill 
Church; An Open air services Friday 
at Look Out and Davy Hill;  and an 
Island Tour - Sat 21. 

Sunday 22, Lord’s day Services 
in Morning and Adult and Youth Dem-
onstration at cultural center- The 
theme, Change – depicted in a play 
written by C.T. John – a one act play 
demonstrating change in the church, 
in the government etc. 

Reporting on the activities, it 

shows that, the Conference 
was pleased to examine and 
to commend four candidates 
for the Ministry to serve as 
Presbyters in their respec-
tive locale. These were two 
women from the St. Maarten 
Circuit, and one man and one 
woman from the Nevis Cir-
cuit. Three probationer pres-
byters and two pre-collegiate 
minsters were also advanced 
one year (promoted) in their 
training as ministers.

Some appointments were made: Rev. 
Franklyn E. Manners was re-elected District 
President for the next triennium.  Rev. Dr. 
Joan Delsol Meade was elected Secretary of 
the Conference to succeed Rev. Patmore C. 
Henry who has been nominated as the next 
Secretary of the Connexional Conference 
of the MCCA. Miss Ad Osha Francis of St. 
Thomas, USVI has been named as District 
Treasurer to succeed Mrs. Muriel Smith 
who has been nominated as the next Vice-
President of the MCCA (the Vice-President 
is always a lay person).

The business of the Conference was 
essentially (1) to review “the Work of God” 
under 4 main headings (Committees) and (2) 
to plan for the next triennium guided by the 
Vision of the MCCA which is : “ a church led 
by God’s spirit which is growing, financially 
self-sufficient; and with members equipped 
for discipleship and passionate in spreading 
the good news of Jesus Christ throughout the 
world in creative and meaningful ways.

Review of the Work of God in respect 
of 1. Mission, Evangelism & Church Growth; 
2. Christian Education; 3. General Education; 
and 4. Resources & Development

Presentations were delivered: Rev. Dr. 
Wycherley Gumbs gave a three part presenta-
tion “Reclaiming our Heritage” during which 
he reminded delegates of the fact that the 
MCCA is truly a Caribbean church with roots 

firmly planted on the Gilbert Estate 
in Antigua. (Nathaniel Gilbert the 
pioneer was actually born on the Gil-
bert’s Estate). This gives us greater 
cause to value our heritage and to 
have a vision for the future.

Learning is Change  An inter-
generational production scripted by 
C.T. John and directed by Yasmin 
White- staged at Montserrat Cultural 
Centre. This play focused on some 
of the challenges experienced by 
the church in its transition to the 
future and highlighted the need 
for the church to embrace change. 
Introduced with older liturgies and 
music from the 1933 hymnal, the 
play ended with newer liturgies and 
music from the soon to be released 
MCCA  hymnal Voices in Praise.

The success of the Conference 
was praised by observers especially 
and including the Governor. “I was re-
ally pleased to see that the Methodist 
conference or the Leeward’s and the 
Americas was back in Montserrat 
after a period of twenty four (24) 
years. 

“They last came here in 1988, 
one hundred and twenty five dele-
gates came from around the Caribbe-
an and the Leeward Islands all hosted 
within the community all the logistic 

dealt with admiration. They came to 
Government House for a reception. 
Everyone was extremely cheerful, 
the Emerald Community Singers did 
a very lively performance,” offered 
H.E. Governor Davis.

Having attended varying func-
tions including luncheons, he noted 
the fact that the host country catered 
for two weeks, at least 125  seats, 
“a really major event for Montserrat, 
which has been handled in my view, 
extremely well,” he concluded.

doing but eventually and 
inevitably all the information 
and data that we are gather-
ing would be for the better 
good, of not just for frogs 
in Montserrat, but frogs the 
world over.”

Before performing the 
honours of releasing the 
first of the batch of the am-
phibions, Minister Farrell 
thanked the department of 
environment and the moun-
tain chicken project team for, 
“their hard work and suc-

cesses during this phase of 
the project,” as he extended 
best wishes and continued 
success.

He closed with an ad-
monishment. “If you hap-
pen to visit the forest for 
any reason I admonish you 
to embrace the concept of 
taking nothing but picture 
and leaving nothing behind 
but foot print. Adopting this 
concept will go a long way 
in ensuring that the integrity 
of the forest is maintained 
thus enhancing the survival 
of not just the mountain 

cont’d. on page 5

Director General of Montserrat 
Customs and Revenue Services, Mr. 
Frank Ferguson

chicken but other spices in 
the forest.”

The batch of frogs were 
released at three different 
locations on the hill.

See for further infor-
mation on the mountain 
chicken: http://www.durrell.
org/animals/amphibians/
mountain-chicken/

frank ferguSOn iS the new 
directOr general Of mcrS

Mr. Frank Ferguson is 
the person who fills a new 
and reportedly much needed 
position, as being Director 
General of the Montserrat 
Customs and Revenue Ser-
vice (MCRS). 

Mr. Ferguson comes 
with a long history of ser-
vice in the field having 25 
years in the British Customs 

Service and rising through 
the ranks to become the 
Assistant Chief of Investi-
gation at the national level. 
From 1999 to 2001 he was 
the UK representative to 
the European Union as a 
‘national expert’ in combat-
ing drugs trafficking. For 
the past ten years he has 
led customs and revenue 
reform projects in several 
parts of the world includ-
ing: Bulgaria, Macedonia, 
Albania, Kosovo, Russia, 
Indonesia, Ghana and Ni-
geria. 

Frank as he settles in 
tells The Montserrat Re-
porter (TMR), how ex-
cited and proud he is be 

appointed to this 
position, not as a 
DFID appointee 
but on contract to 
the Public Service 
of Montserrat. 
“I hope that my 
experience will 
bring to bear in 
maximizing the 
efficiency of the 
MCRS for the 
benefit of all tax 
payers and the 
trading commu-
nity,” he said.

Montserrat 
lost the services 
of a forerunner 
in  Peter  Hen-
derson who for 
over a year had 
offered service in 
the Government 
Revenue area and 

who was responsible for initiating the 
department now known as MCRS.
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liaT shareholders signal continued 
commitment to the airline

No begging... cont’d. from page 3

Suspect held on 
suspicion of rape

Police officer charged... cont’d. from page 2

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY SECRETARIAT
STAFF VACANCY

     SENIOR PROGRAMME OFFICER
CARIBBEAN NETWORK OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS (CRN+)

Applications are invited from interested and suitably qualified nationals of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) Member States and Associate Members of the Caribbean Community to fill the above-
mentioned position with assigned duty station in Trinidad and Tobago.

Full details of this position may be obtained by accessing the following web sites-www.caricom.org; 
www.caribank.org; www.oecs.org; and www.caribbeanjobsonline.com 

Applications in English Language with full curriculum details, including nationality, work experience, 
educational qualifications, summary of professional skills and/or expertise, language proficiency, 
list of professional publications, coordinates (including e-mail addresses) of three referees (at least 
two of whom must be familiar with the applicant’s work), and other relevant information, should be 
addressed to the Executive Director, Human Resource Management, Caribbean Community Secre-
tariat, Turkeyen, Greater Georgetown, Guyana and sent by email to applnhrm@caricom.org. 

The deadline for the submission of applications is 6 February 2012.

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, 
January 31, 2012 – At a meeting 
in Barbados on Monday, LIAT’s 
three major shareholder Prime Min-
isters – The Honourable Freundel 
Stuart QC of Barbados; Dr. The 
Honourable Baldwin Spencer of 
Antigua and Barbuda; and Dr. The 
Honourable Ralph Gonsalves of St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines – have 
indicated their continued support 
for the airline. 

Under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Gonsalves, the three Prime 
Ministers first met with members 
of LIAT’s Board of Directors and 
management to discuss the way 
forward for the regional carrier; 
and following this the shareholder 
Prime Ministers, Board of Direc-
tors and management met with 
representatives of LIAT’s 10 trade 
unions in an effort to foster com-
munication and dialogue among 
LIAT’s stakeholders.

At a press conference follow-
ing the meetings, Dr. Gonsalves 
pointed to the EC$60 million in 
losses which the airline had in-
curred over the last two years and 
noted that the shareholders had 
agreed with the airline’s manage-
ment on certain steps for effecting 
the stabilization of the company. 
These would involve a range of 
measures including reductions in 
the airline’s schedule, enhanced 
marketing and promotions in a 
number of markets, improving effi-
ciency within certain departments, 
and targeted staff reductions 
aimed at reining-in escalating 
recurrent costs. 

Dr. Gonsalves indicated that 
the shareholders had noted the 
continuing challenges which the 
company faced, including high oil 

prices; continuing weaknesses 
in the regional and international 
economy; intensified competi-
tion on LIAT routes; the costs of 
maintaining an ageing fleet; and 
industrial relations problems. 

Dr. Gonsalves noted that the 
company had been mandated to 
put together proposals for possible 
restructuring of LIAT which would 
be presented to the shareholders 
for their review. 

He pointed to the signifi-
cance of the company’s planned 
re-fleeting efforts, and indicated 
that following in-depth technical 
work by a LIAT technical team, 
shareholder governments would 
be reviewing the various proposals 
with the aim of meeting shortly in 
order to arrive at a recommenda-
tion as to the best choices for 
acquisition of new aircraft for the 
company. 

In relation to the meeting 
with the unions, Dr. Gonsalves 
noted the need to continue the dia-
logue and indicated that a further 
meeting was planned for LIAT’s 
management with the unions for 
the following week to seek to 
address outstanding issues includ-
ing discussion of the company’s 
strategic plan and objectives. 

On the matter of outstand-
ing pension payments due to LIAT 
staff members from CLICO, Dr. 
Gonsalves noted that information 
from the Government of Barbados 
indicated the likelihood of this 
mater being satisfactorily resolved 
in the near future. 

Chairman of the LIAT Board 
of Directors Dr. Jean Holder point-
ed out to the meeting LIAT’s con-
tinuing lead role in the movement 
of people throughout the region. 

He noted that LIAT remained 
committed to closer cooperation 
with other regional carriers where 
the interests of the airline and its 
shareholders were sufficiently 
guaranteed.

In his remarks, Prime Minster 
Stuart noted the continuing impor-
tance of LIAT to the economic and 
social development of the region 
as well as its significance to its 
shareholder countries, and indi-
cated the continuing support of the 
three shareholder governments to 
the airline including working with 
the company’s management to 
chart a way towards its long term 
sustainability. “We have, in our 
discussions today, laid the foun-
dation for meaningful progress on 
the issue of LIAT,” Prime Minister 
Stuart said.

the Premier Beverley Men-
des, Cabinet Secretary An-
gela Greenaway, Head of the 
Montserrat UK Office Janice 
Panton and Director of Project 
Aid Joseph Irish.)

 The Premier had said 
regarding the budget talks: 
“We had a wrap up meeting 
with DFID we have been told 
this is the amount will go back 
to the UK and recommend to 
our minster…the net effect is 
we’re not giving you anymore 
money, we’re not recom-
mending giving you any more 
money. There comes a point in 
time when you say you will 
not be relegated to the status 
of beggar and this country will 
not be relegated to that state of 
being beggars…”

here, and it’s a question of, if 
you want to spend this amount 
of money, can you justify it. 
Then on our part we need to 
justify it back to UK tax pay-
ers as to why you are funding 
a specific program.

He said that they have 
the same responsibility in 
the UK as government has to 
Montserratians. “… so in as 
much as they need to justify 
to you Montserratians locally 
how they are spending pos-
sibly your tax dollars that 
they collect, as well as the 
amount of money provided 
by the UK Government, we 
on the other hand have to jus-
tify any investments made in 
Montserrat, be it budgetary or 
capital...” he concluded.

Dr. Kimbugwe respond-
ed to the question whether the 
DFID team and the UK were 
causing Montserrat to be in 
a position that cast them as 
beggars as the Premier had 
alluded in the Legislative 
Assembly. The Premier was 
then addressing the accusation 
of leader of the opposition 
Donaldson Romeo, that the 
Government had not been 
using persuasive enough argu-
ments on behalf of Montserrat 
to DFID.

Kimbugwe said: “We’re 
development partners it’s not a 
question of one party begging 
and the other one wielding the 
stick or anything. It’s a good 
debate in terms of the discus-
sion we have with Montserrat 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE OF MONTSERRAT
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Estate of JOHN CHRISTOPHER KELSICK, deceased
NOTICE is hereby given that after the expiration of 14 days from the date of this notice 
an application will be filed at the High Court of Justice for a grant of probate of the Will 
of JOHN CHRISTOPHER KELSICK  late of Olveston, Montserrat, who died on the 
15th January 2012, to be issued to JEAN E H KELSICK the executor appointed under 
the said Will.

ANy person claiming to be beneficially interested in the Estate of the deceased is requested 
to send written particulars to Kelsick & Kelsick, attorneys-at-law, P.O. Box 185, Bladen 
House, Brades, Montserrat, within 14 days from the date of the publication this notice.

ANy person objecting to the issuance of the grant should notify the Registrar of the High 
Court of Justice not later than 14 days from the date of the publication of this notice.

Dated this 31st day of January 2012.

Kelsick & Kelsick
Attorneys-at-Law

investigations into alleged 
abuse of George Leonard 
and George Farrell on the 
morning of December 17, 
2011 at Drummonds, fol-
lowing their arrests by the 
police.

The Governor or-
dered the matter fully in-
vestigated and invoked 
arrangements between 
the Overseas Territories 
whereby Montserrat can 
call on the assistance of 
other OT police services. 
Six (6) police officers from 
the Bermuda and Cayman 
Islands Royal Police Ser-
vices arrived on Monday 
last week and the charges 
were reportedly as a di-
rect result of the further 
investigations, which the 

Governor said were also 
ordered to ensure ‘trans-
parency.’

One other off icer 
Superintendent Charles 
Thompson remains on 
leave as the investigations 
are said to be continuing. 
And last week the Gov-
ernor had indicated that 
it was possible that there 
could be other persons 
implicated in matters aris-
ing out of the Drummonds 
arrest incident. Reports 
indicated also that civilians 
had in ways conducted 
themselves inappropri-
ately.

Meanwhile the police 
after reporting an incident 
of rape in the early hours 
of Saturday, Jan. 28, 2012 
are reportedly holding in 
custody one suspect for 
the alleged rape.

The police noted in re-
porting the incident which 
took place in Davy Hill 
was “the fourth incidence 
of rape since October 
2011. The RMPS noted 
that on average Montser-
rat has one rape case per 
year, discounting statutory 
rapes of minors, adding 
that they are looking at 
possible linkages and con-
nections between three 
of the cases as there are 
some similarities in the re-
ports. Two of the assaults 

took place in Davy Hill and 
the third in Lookout. 

Deputy Commissioner 
Paul Morris had concern 
to issue advice to women 

asking them to be cautious 
and vigilant, making sure 
doors and windows are 
secure before retiring to 
bed at nights as three of 

the incidents took place in 
the home or very close to it 
after midnight. “Be careful 
about your own security,” 
he warned.
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ferry viability...cont’d. from page 3

No. Name Address
1 Agnes M. Lemprier Palm Loop
2 Albertina D. Hilliman Amersham
3 Alena Jackson P O Box 446
4 Anetta Ryan Parliament Street
5 Angus P. Cayetano Bethel
6 Annester Farrell Salem
7 Austin R. McKend Wapping
8 Bridget Scarville Geralds
9 Carl Pollard St. John’s
10 Carroll L. Hesky P O Box 186
11 Catherine E. Howson Tuitt’s Village
12 Catherine Ryan Kinsale
13 Cecelia V. Burns Cork Hill
14 Cecil Lewis Lees
15 Cecil Martin Kinsale
16 Chantel L. E. Thomas Colony House, 

Plymouth
17 Charles E. Lewis Lees
18 Charles Howson St. Patrick’s
19 Charles J. Greenaway Parson’s Road
20 Clayton E. Hope St. Peter’s
21 Cleveland A. Abrams Olveston
22 Count Dooker St. John’s
23 Daniel Hickson St. George’s Hill
24 Daniel Tuitt Windy Hill
25 David R. Poynton Old Towne
26 David Shimmows Glendon Hospital
27 David Willock Fort Barrington
28 Delroy Weetom Kinsale
29 Dereck Mason Old Towne
30 Diana Harris Parsons
31 Diane M. Burns Spanish Pointe
32 Donald Wilson Amersham
33 Edmund M. Allicock P O Box 10
34 Edris Tuitt Salem
35 Eileen L. Joseph Kinsale
36 Eliza Greenaway Molyneaux
37 Elizabeth Ryner Cork Hill
38 Emmanuel Boatswain Harney Street
39 Esther Buffonge Parsons
40 Esther Mills Salem
41 Eugene Irish Sea Haven, Kinsale
42 Franklyn Meade Kinsale
43 Gay L. Marglin P O Box 413, 

Plymouth
44 Georg Heinrichs C/o Radio Antilles
45 George Mackay Richmond Hill
46 George R. R. Silcott St. John’s

SOCIAL SECURITy FUND
P.O Box 170, BRADES, MONTSERRAT, WEST INDIES.  

TEL: (664) 491-2567/3667. FAX: (664) 491-6145

The following named persons are asked to get in touch with the Montserrat Social Security Operations Department on 1-664-491-2567 or Email: operations@socialsecurity.ms

No. Name Address
47 Gerald Phillip Molyneaux
48 Glasford Lee Molyneaux
49 Gloria Browne Webbs Village
50 Gregory R. De Gannes Bank of Montserrat
51 Harry D. Rapuano Lime Kiln Beach
52 Helen Tuitt Gage’s Village
53 Henrietta Daley Harris
54 Hilde Blake St. John’s
55 Hildred Howe Gingoes
56 Ian M. Wallace Glendon Hospital
57 Ingrid T. Rapuano Lime Kiln Beach
58 Ivan Daley Weekes Road
59 James Griffith Victoria Village
60 James H. Lee Salem
61 James Meade Aymer’s Ghaut
62 James R. Farrell Lees
63 James R. Naylor Cudjoe Head
64 Janet Riley Bethel
65 Jerry R. Gilbert Richmond Hill
66 Jewelle Piper Cork Hill
67 John A. Ross Old Towne
68 John Kipp P O Box 108, 

Woodlands
69 John M. Walsh Foxes Bay
70 John Richardson P O Box 525
71 Joseph Buffong Parson’s Road
72 Joseph Dorsett Amersham
73 Joseph J. Lynch Trials
74 Joseph Murrain Long Ground
75 Joseph W. Gibbons Dyers
76 Jossette Rogers St. John’s
77 Joycelyn Lewis Cork Hill
78 Julian Martinez Kinsale
79 Laurine R. Jones Jones Hill
80 Laurn F. Anderson Richmond Hill
81 Lennox White Harris
82 Leona G. Duberry Cork Hill
83 Leroy Dyer Harris
84 Lincoln Bernard Amersham
85 Lloyd Bramble Delvins Village
86 Louisa E. O’Brien Cork Hill
87 Louise L. Parkinson Geralds
88 Margaret Lee Streathams
89 Margarita Ryan Cork Hill
90 Mary A. O’Garro Salem
91 Mary Brade Bramble Village
92 Mary E. Weekes Kinsale
93 Mary Irish Weekes

No. Name Address
94 Mary Ryan St. George’s Hill
95 Meryl Greenaway Bethel
96 Morris Browne Baker Hill
97 Murrie Huggins Gages
98 Nicholas G. Roach Long Ground
99 Nicholas Joseph Salem Village
100 Noel A. John C/o Police HeadQuarters
101 Norris M. Vidal Richmond Hill
102 Patrick A. Shepherd Salem
103 Patrick Thomas Richmond Hill
104 Pedro Ammonies Salem
105 Peter West Parson’s Road
106 Philip Boydell C/o Brown & Root 
107 Rachel Nicholas Cork Hill
108 Ralston E. Blair St. Peter’s
109 Reuben B. Sweeney Friths, Salem
110 Robert G. Meade Parson’s Road
111 Robin G. Williams 92 Bishops Gate, 

Salem
112 Rosalind Aaron Delvins Village
113 Rosalind C. Bodkin Boston Village
114 Rosalind Irish St. Peter’s
115 Rosanna Galloway Tuitts 
116 Rose Greer Chapel Street
117 Samuel E. Buffonge Hodges Hill
118 Samuel Farrell Tuitt’s Village
119 Sara M. Carty-Alcantara Harris
120 Sarah Gerald St. John’s
121 Simon K. Maty Richmond Hill
122 Stephen Daley Webbs Village
123 Steve Deane Olveston
124 Sylvia Kickling Richmond Hill
125 Theresa F. Thomas C/o T.E.A Perkins, 

George Street
126 Vernon Jeffers Boston Village
127 Veronica Cassell Fort Barrington
128 Veronica Galloway Long Ground
129 Veronica Pond Victoria Village
130 Vincent L. Barzey George Street
131 Vincent R. Joseph Gages
132 Waverney Burke Richmond Hill
133 Wilfred Meade Tuitt’s
134 William P. Fuller Richmond Hill
135 William T. Hall Olveston
136 William W. Meade St. Patricks
137 Wilston N. Tuitt Salem
138 Winifred Roache Trials
139 Ynolde Scantlebury Lower Dagenham

at least half. Traders would 
only use the ferry if it were 
an emergency!

What however is dra-
matically worse is the in-
crease from EC$5 per cu.ft 
to EC$15.00 per cu. ft. Ab-
solute madness! No one in 
their right mind would now 
use the ferry to bring their 

cargo. 
A little research would 

reveal the following:- 
Rate per cu.ft.  Mi-

ami - Montserrat US$3.80 
(EC$10.32)

Rate per cu.ft. St Mar-
tin - Montserrat US $2.50 
(EC$6.79)

Rate per cu.ft. Anti-

gua  –  Mont se r ra t  US 
$1.56(EC$4.25)

Rate per cu.ft. Ferry 
– Antigua – Montserrat 
US$5.52(EC$15.00)

A little more research 
reveals that they arrived 
at their per pound figure 
of EC$0.25 by working it 

backwards from the cu.ft rate 
of EC$15 thus compounding 
the madness.

The above figures speak 
for themselves. Montserrat 
has no interest in earning any 
revenue from freight on the 
ferry! We would be satisfied 
with what ever we can get by 
carrying passengers even if 
we have to heavily subsidize 
the operation!

What a path to economic 

recovery!
But no, we can’t allow 

things like this to happen! 
Whatever we do should 
always be in our best inter-
est. Any and everything we 
do should be a net benefit to 
our society.

We must have a policy 
that coincides with the vision 
for Montserrat’s redevelop-
ment. Then we must have a 
strategy for implementation 

and achieving the goals and 
objectives. And finally we 
must evaluate the end results 
and be satisfied that the end 
results all redound to our 
benefit.

So let’s fix the rates 
so that we maximize the 
revenue earning potential of 
the ferry. 

This would be to every-
body’s benefit.

Business Man
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Cancer is a leading cause of death worldwide and does not discriminate, even when it comes 
to our children.

RBC Royal Bank® has spent approximately US $365,000 to assist Caribbean children diagnosed 
with cancer through the RBC/RBTT Caribbean Children’s Cancer Fund. We have made treatment 
possible for 23 children from Grenada, Jamaica, The Bahamas, Dominica and Trinidad & Tobago, 
and have funded 40 pathology tests for patients.

We can do a lot more with your help. As we observe World Cancer Day 2012, themed 
“Together it is Possible,” you’re invited to join RBC Royal Bank in the fight against children’s cancer.

Find out more at any RBC Royal Bank branch or on www.givehopesavelives.rbtt.com.

RBC Royal Bank observes 
World Cancer Day

® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence


