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Financial Crisis Ahoy! 
Wanted a leader with political substance

By Man from Baker Hill
Financial crisis Ahoy! 2010 had been the most fi nancially 

disastrous year ever for many Montserratians. And 2011 will 
be even more disastrous!

Last year Montserrat had been mismanaged fi nancially 
and misguided politically and economically as never before 
in our history.

And why? It is because our leader is a political ‘non-
understander’. He does not understand divine political guid-
ance which accompanies love, mercy, and fellow feeling for 
people and country. 

Our leader is gifted with leader’s voice, but no leadership 
substance. Just as the Storm said, all talk. He returned to power 
with so much talk in 2009 but as early as January, 2011 the 
people on the poor list cannot get their monthly subsistence. 
And in February 20% of the civil servants are on the list for 
retrenchment.

Governance is political management, maintaining an 
economic environment, tax collection and redistribution of in-
come. Governance requires astute fi scal management; but our 
leader is ‘clearly’ a fi scal meddler. He does not appreciate the 
economic consequences of meddling with proven principles. 
And he is an ‘economist’.

What has he done?  Get in power, big talk; government 
will give 3% and 4% mortgages. Government will be the 
implementing principal and the contractor to build houses.

Our leader is an economic ‘mis-understander’; he is a 
fi scal confusion monger. When government gives mortgage 
at 4% the banks are dead. The banks make no profi t so the 
government collects no taxes. When the government imple-
ments all the contracts with kickbacks, the contractors cannot 
make a profi t, so the government collects even less tax.

When the banks and the contractors make profi ts the 
government collects taxes to pay civil servants and welfare 
recipients. These poor lists’ people spend all their money at the 
shops that will import and pay customs duties to pay civil ser-
vants who will shop…merchants make profi ts and pay taxes, 
the cycle continues, that the economy, especially ours.

A fi scal meddler or an economic non-understander will 
never accept that the role of the politician is to set policies. 
Why can’t he accept that a politician must not try to admin-
ister policies? He will forever confuse the civil servants with 
scare tactics.

Oh God, job crises ahoy! Retrenchment and cut throatism 
looms ahead.

a program to lead Montserrat out of this economic disaster.
Come on Brother Meade you are the leader of Montser-

rat!  It must be your political destiny. Please reconnect to the 
socket of your divine destiny. If you do not know how, seek 
help from the Christian Council. Besides, you have had the 
benefi t of economic education and political experience. You 
can lead.  So get with the program

Montserrat is hurting and it is bleaky on the horizon. Get 
your programs in to the media. 

Talk realistically about outsourcing and job creation.
Explain to Montserrat the meaning and importance of a 

fair system of tax laws.
Empower Montserratians. Show and tell them that they 

are as good as any.
Tell us about Montserratanization.
Tell Montserratians that in two years the Bank of Montser-

rat and the Credit Union must have Montserratian managers.  
Promote Ken and Jack to be the top managers of MUL.

Talk about belt tightening; but stop run, up and dung 
every week a waste taxpayers money.

Talk to Montserrat people; but do not talk down to 
them.

Never belittle Montserrat, its people or its enterprises, by 
attempting to sell them out. 

If you do we will never get them back…we cannot ne-
gotiate in patois.  

Mr. CM, your time is now, you have within you much 
more than a leader’s voice; become a leader of substance.

When the initial decision was 
made to follow the rigged tender 
and eventual compilation of the 
fi ndings after the tenders were 
opened, it was obvious that was 
also rigged. And it is also obvious 
that when the decisions were 
being made to allow WINAIR to 
improve its pricing for the tender 
to outdo LIAT, it is more than rea-
sonable to believe that the persons 
doing so knew that they would not 
have to meet the cost of a ticket, 
certainly not for the next two 
years, to travel out of Montserrat 
and beyond Antigua.

With all that and all the hype 
about what the new Gerald’s 
airport would mean for Montser-
rat economically, very few ever 
gave thought beyond “wait and 
see” or downright disagreement 
about who would benefi t economi-
cally from the WINAIR monopoly. 
Nearly every Montserratian stood 
by and listened (or maybe they just 
didn’t bother) to all the arguments 
as to why it was unfair and wrong 

M o n t s e r r a t i a n s  g r o w 
l e s s  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d 

t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  i s l a n d

W a k e  u p  M o n t s e r r a t i a n s !

Flashback

to give the tender to WINAIR.
Yet despite all this, except 

that much remains to be desired 
as they facilitate passengers 
from Antigua to Montserrat, and 
despite their seeming lack of 
presence in Montserrat, business 
wise, WINAIR seems to be doing 
their best. One ought not believe 
that the reports of discomfort 
that passengers speak of fl ying 
out are much WINAIR’s fault. 
But in the end, it is Montserrat 
that will suffer from any of their 
shortcomings.

It needs early study that 
when someone, who must take 
a fl ight out of Antigua on Friday 
evening, cannot get a booking 
days before and is faced with 
traveling to Antigua on Thursday 
evening, nothing there is to the 
benefi t of Montserrat. And when 
people who brave it to come over 
for a day visit get stranded, we 
will lose hundreds of visitors.

That aside, long before the 
ferry disappeared from the scene 

The Montserrat Reporter sounded 
the warning to all and sundry that 
it was not too early to begin to 
think of what we would be up 
against. And when we all found 
out that LIAT would be, as what 
every Montserratian thought 
was a foregone conclusion, the 
operators out of Gerald’s airport, 
the matter became even more 
urgent.

Now The Montserrat Re-
porter is being hounded to say 
something about the prohibitive 
cost of travel, the cost already 
having increased in just the fi rst 
month and threatening to go 
higher; how could all the argu-
ments that were put forward be 
forgotten?

Is it because we really be-
lieved that $175 was not so bad 
after all? What is it now, with 
the many different tiers, none 
of which will ever be as low as 
it would have been with LIAT, 
who would have charged little or 

SILENCE! 
We hear that the Montser-

rat Government wants to 
SELL MUL. WHY? With the 
Sale of MUL, goes our Rights 
to Montserrat’s WATER, and 

any future Geothermal Pro-
duction! 

In other words, we will 
have NO control on the price 
of our water, or electricity, or 
NO profi ts from Geothermal, 
if the NEW OWNERS de-

velop it! All Rights and Profi ts 
for Power Generation belongs 
to them.

WAKE UP MONTSER-
RATIANS.. OPEN UP YOUR 
EYES, BEFORE IT’S TOO 
LATE.
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ISLAND OF MONTSERRAT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

A.D. 2011
[PROBATE]

In the Estate of MARY SAMUEL, deceased
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that after the expiration of fourteen (14) days from the date 
hereof, application will be made in the Registry of the High Court of Justice for an Order 
that Letters of Administration in the Estate of MARY SAMUEL late of Friths, Salem, 
Montserrat who died on the 27th day of April, 1993 be granted to THOMAS LEE of 
Salem one of the  persons entitled to take Letters of Administration of her Estate the 
other being CATHERINE LEE who has renounced her right and title thereto.

ALL persons claiming to be benefi cially interested therein are requested forthwith to 
send particulars to us the undersigned.

FURTHER any person objecting to the issuance of a Grant to the Applicant should 
notify the Registrar of the High Court of Justice, whose address is: Offi ce of the 
Registrar General, Brades, Montserrat, not later than fourteen (14) days from the date 
of this notice.

Dated this 3rd day of February, 2011

ALLEN MARKHAM & ASSOCIATES
Solicitors for the Applicant

This notice is published by Allen Markham & Associates Barristers & Solicitors whose address for 
Service is Banks, Montserrat.

Wanted! A leader with a 
leadership voice and political 
substance who will take to the 
ZJB and PTV airwaves, and 
The Montserrat Reporter with 


