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Praying in Need
Are any among you sick? They 

should call for the elders of the 
church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in 
the name of the Lord. -James 5:14 
(NRSV)

SOME years ago, our congregation 
began offering anointing with oil and 
prayers for healing for those in our 
community. At first people were hesitant 
to ask for prayer or to come forward 
to receive anointing for physical, 
emotional, or relational scars. But in 
time these healing services became very 
important to our congregation. Now it 
is not uncommon for dozens of people 
to seek healing and prayer.

We easily forget that all of us are 
broken people. Each of us has needs 
that may require God’s healing touch 

or the support of a caring community. 
Indeed, great things happen when we 
open our lives to God’s amazing grace. 
Consider your life today. Where are 
you in need? What prayers for yourself, 
your family, or for others do you need 
to offer?

Christianity is not a solitary faith 
for only the strong but a bond that 
calls us to pray for one another in our 
infirmities and our need. And often, in 
our weakness, we discover the strength 
of God.

Todd Outcalt (Indiana, USA)
Dear Lord, make us instruments 

of your peace and healing. Where we 
are weak, make us strong. Where we 
are wounded, heal us. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen.
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Letters/Opinion
Leave no 

passenger behind!
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 E D I T O R I A L
Has there ever been a 

resolution for progress?
Many people make New Year resolutions, shared or unshared, 

but one must wonde if before the new year rolls whether these 
resolutions are assessed or discussed.

Resolutions may not be very different from budgets and plans, 
such as road maps and the like. The Government of Montserrat 
(GoM) in recent years moved from Country Policy Plans and began 
working from Ministry and Department Business Plans. The public 
only hear about these when some announcement is made that DFID 
and other HMG offi cials come to discuss. 

These plans have built in them review periods, say every quarter. 
No one ever hears how these and how they progress, but then there 
is enough blame to go around. Should this information be provided, 
or it be vigorously sought by the guardian of civil society. We have 
our reasons for the shortcoming, simply that of the lack of resources, 
but who cares. Actually, some people are more than happy for the 
status quo and even seek to exacerbate the problem.

Since 1998-2001 and beyond the word was that it was time 
for Montserrat to seek to stand on its own two feet. Until our now 
deceased Chief Minister John Osborne (Rest his soul) was forced 
to say that this was only possible with improved budgetary assis-
tance from HMG. But as it was HMG decided they were going to 
reduce the budget support. But something went wrong not with 
the reduction, but the plans in 1998 never seemed to have gotten 
off the ground. 

Reconstruction especially the economy was supposed to have 
taken an upturn. There were specifi c projects and plans such the 
airport project the construction of a new airport eventually named 
in honour of John Osborne. That came, not as it had been planned 
in numerous discussion forum turning out to be inadequate with 
housing, still a disaster.

Since 1998 there have been four new Sustainable Development 
plans, and four chief ministers (governments); David Brandt, 98-01. 
John Osborne 2001-06, Dr. Lewis 06-09 and Reuben Meade from 
Sep 09 to present. 

There has been the talk of the road map that we believe, requires 
the public to access through a web site and not the guaranteed 
method of print publication. In fact CM Meade has been promised 
it to TMR, we are still waiting see it. Is it that this island must really 
depend on the civil servants to direct, guide and build the course of 
this country’s recovery? Even if that was so, the cry of observers 
is that there is no leadership.

The road map must be adequately publicized for civic society, the 
business community and all to see. Then just maybe some expecta-
tions, action, questions and realistic demands will be made. 

The problem is that a real desire and effort is needed. No agen-
das other than those which will make everyone, man, woman, child 
believe in each other. Politicians must cease giving the impression 
that we exist by them and for them. The fear that permeates the 
existence of the masses and even the well doers must be completely 
eradicated. 

That should be the resolution for this year – real development, 
not for a few pockets which doesn’t care for the rest. How many 
would be willing to say they can look back with pride for the last 10 
years. Oh yes, there must be something. There is always something 
to be grateful to God for. 

19D  Welches Terrace
St. Thomas 
Barbados

Vincent Hippolyte
Access Coordinator
Ministry of Communications 
and Work
Brades
Montserrat
2nd January, 2010

Dear Sir
I understand that the 

term LEAVE NO PAS-
SANGERS BEHIND has 
been used euphemistically to 
refer to the mission of the Fly 
Montserrat airline which op-
erates between Antigua and 
Montserrat. This statement 
apparently is not the actual 
sentiments of the Captain 
Nigel Harris.

On Sunday 2nd January 
2011, I had a fl ight booked 
to travel from Montserrat to 
Antigua which was sched-
uled to leave Montserrat at 
9a.m.  Unfortunately, when 
I arrived at 8.15a.m I was 
met at the counter by a young 
lady, who had no visible 
signs of having had any cus-
tomer relations training and 
who informed me that the 
fl ight had left. After which 
she basically ignored me. I 
asked her what was the pos-
sibility of another fi ght and 
she said that they were all 
full and that I would have to 
speak to Nigel Harris.

N i g e l  H a r r i s  r e -
turned from Antigua about 
9.15a.m.from Antigua. In a 
rather heavy handed, arro-
gant, and patronizing tone, 
he had me told that I had ar-
rived late and that the fl ight 

closed at 8a.m. I told him 
that I had not heard of a fl ight 
leaving 45 minutes early hav-
ing traveled extensively on a 
number of airlines including 
LIAT and Virgin Atlantic. He 
told me that all airlines had 
the right to leave at any time 
after the fl ight was closed. 
I told him that I did not ap-
preciate his patronizing tone 
and he walked off. When he 
walked by moments later, 
I asked him whether there 
were other options, he re-
plied that I would not get my 
money back; he was busy 
and continued through the 
departure lounge.

My questions are several:
What is the relationship 

between the Government of 
Montserrat and Fly Montser-
rat?

Montserrat is already in 
a fragile situation in regards 
to its transportation of people 
to and fro. Subsequently, that 
Nigel Harris should behave 
so haughtily and with such 
monopolistic omnipotence, 
when dealing with paying 
customers who have onward 
connecting fl ights is disturb-
ing. Are there other passen-
gers out there who have had 
similar experiences with said 
Nigel Harris?

If Nigel Harris is in 
charge of the movement of 
Montserratians now that 
WINAIR has left, what re-
course does one have for 
addressing grievances when 
current management’s re-
sponse is unprofessional, 
uncooperative and down-
right rude?

Who are the Montser-
ratians on the Board of Fly 

Montserrat? And are they 
aware of the lack of common 
courtesy, lack of customer 
relations; lack of empathy in 
the said Nigel Harris? 

Is Nigel Harris the 
right person to manage Fly 
Montserrat? Comments 
made by onlookers suggest 
that this behaviour is his 
modus operandi.

At any rate I am strand-
ed. The ferry gone. And 
WINAIR GONE TOO. C’est 
la vie. But you see me if 
I was not a Montserratian 
there is no way on God’s 
green earth I would step 
back in this country. Travel 
too precarious and unpredict-
able. But you know what 
Nigel Harris - you nah stop 
me from come back ya! 
Notwithstanding the “non-
refundable” policy of Fly 
Montserrat which is the case 
of most airlines, the reality 
is that all airlines provide 
a credit for passengers who 
are unable to fl y for whatever 
reason. In the meantime, I 
await some kind of credit 
for the money already spent 
so that I can come back for 
Christmas 2011and get some 
ANSWERS to all of the 
above questions.

I humbly await a re-
sponse.

Regards
Yvonne Weekes (Ms.)
Montserratian

cc 
Honourable Chief Minister, 
Reuben Meade
Honourable Minister of 
Transportation, Charles 
Kirnon
MNI Alive
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