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John Alfred 
Osborne
 dies at 75
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Today’s Scripture

Week Ending Friday, January 07, 2011

Are any among you sick? 
They should call for the 
elders of the church and 
have them pray over them, 
anointing them with oil in 
the name of the Lord. -James 
5:14 (NRSV)
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Just as Montserrat con-
cluded the celebration of 
the life of Alphonsus ‘Ar-
row’ Cassell in the 2010-11 
annual Christmas Festival 
named ‘Arrow Festival’; and 
just after the turn of the new 
year 2011, Montserrat was 
plunged into new mourning 
at the death of its longest 
serving parliamentarian and 
chief minister, John Alfred 
Osborne.

On Christmas eve a 
message of thanks was is-
sued by the family who has 
been issuing updates of the 
state of the now deceased 
‘chief’ since his hospitalisa-
tion in July. That message 
said, “…Thank you for 
your love, your interest, and 
your strength, that continue 
to help us through this. To 
every Montserratian every-
where, we send our very best 
wishes for your most enjoy-
able holidays ever, and our 
hope that you will enjoy the 
best of health and every good 
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thing throughout 2011 and 
beyond. 

“Our father is still very 
ill, but we believe that 
much of the strength with 
which he has, so far, been 
able to fight this illness 
comes directly from the 
care and concern that his 
people have shown. We, 
his children and the other 
members of his family, feel 
sustained and shored up by 
your prayers, telephone 
calls, and good wishes 
as we fight, right beside 
him, for his health and his 
life.” 

Following his hospi-
talisation a statement in 
September from the fam-
ily informed that “he has 
undergone surgeries of 
varying levels of serious-
ness, and has baffl ed and 
astounded his physicians 
on several occasions with 
his ability to rebound and 
recover.” The statement 


